Ratner loses a battle for control of an Atlantic Yards building: P. 13 



Brooklyn's Real Newspaper 


BrooklynPaper.com • (718)834 -9350 • Brooklyn NY . ©2007 BROOKLYN HEIGHTS-DOWNTOWN EDITION AWP/ 14 pages • Vol.30,No. 10 • Saturday, March 10, 2007 • FREE 


Marty's 
spending 
points to 
City Hall 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz was pressed 
and pressed on last Tuesday night’s edition of 
“Inside City Hall,” but he just wouldn’t say 
whether he was running for mayor. 

But the Beep’s 
campaign finance 
disclosure forms in- 
dicate that Mar- 
kowitz is already 
doing plenty of run- 
ning — $200,000 
worth of it, to be 

That’s how much 
money the still-un- 
declared Markowitz 
campaign spent on 
campaign-related ex- 
penses last year, putting him behind only Comp- 
troller Bill Thompson and Bronx Borough Presi- 
See MARTY'S SPENDING on page 1 1 



WRONG WAY 

SLOPERS: AVENUE PLAN STINKS 


City vows to kill one-ways if locals object 


By Christie Rizk 


City officials backtracked a bit this 
week from a bombshell proposal to 
convert Seventh and Sixth avenues 
into one-way thoroughfares, saying 
the much-reviled proposal would be 
killed if residents reject it at a meeting 

“These plans need community board 
approval and if the community doesn’t 
support [it], we will not move for- 
ward,” the agency said in a statement 
this week. 

That promise suited Park Slope — 
both the man and woman on the street 
and the men and women they elected. 


“I don’t want to say anything official 
until I hear all the details, but [convert- 
ing the avenues] sounds like a really 
dumb idea,” said Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D-Cobble Hill). 

Park Slope had virtually unified 
around defeating this idea — a first step 
towards tackling the game-night grid- 
lock expected after Bruce Ratner’s Nets 
arena. The company now says the arena 
will open in 2010 (see story, page 13). 

“People who aren’t normally activist 
types are calling us to ask what they 
can do to prevent this,” said Lydia Den- 
worth, president of the Park Slope 
Civic Council, who directed residents 
to Thursday night’s meeting (see box, 
right). “There’s been an intensely nega- 


tive reaction from the residents.” 

Most people have been complaining 
about the prospect of more speeding 
cars. If this proposal is implemented, 
Sixth Avenue could become very much 
like Eighth Avenue — where cars treat 
the one-way road like a highway, 
swerving around double-parked cars, 
not having to worry about oncoming 
traffic. 

Both streets currently carry the stan- 
dard city speed limit of 30 miles per 
hour. But such a rate of speed — and 
higher — is easily obtainable on Eighth 
Avenue, where drivers have the benefit 
of open road and a steady procession of 
timed green lights. 

On Sixth Avenue, not only are the 


lights timed to a much more leisurely 
pace, but hitting 30 miles per hour is 
virtually impossible because the lanes 
are tighter and other drivers are fre- 
quently doing U-tums. 

And that’s just how Denworth and 
others like it. 

“In our view, two-way 
streets are more con- 
ducive to a better 
quality of life for resi- 
dents and merchants a; 
well,” she said. 

DOT says that turning 
Seventh Avenue — cur- 
rently a busy commercial 
strip — and Sixth Avenue — 

See ONE-WAYS on page 6 



HEARING IS SET FOR 
THURSDAY, MARCH 15 

Community Board 6's transportation com- 
be briefed on the city's plan to 
turn Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues in Park Slope into 
one-way streets. The public 
will also get to weigh in. 
The March 15 meeting 
will take place at 6:30 
pm at New York 
Methodist Hospital 
(506 Sixth St., be- 
tween Seventh and 
Eighth avenues). For 
information, call (718) 643- 
3027. 


For cats’ sake 


'Ladies' saving Ratner's kitties 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

While opponents of Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards project continue to work 
around the clock — figuratively — to 
block the developer’s wrecking ball, cat 
lovers are working around the clock — 
literally — to rescue a colony of feral 
felines who are about to lose their home 
to make room for the 16-tower mega- 
project. 

A group from Slope Street Cats, which 
traps, neuters, and cares for feral kitties, has 
been spending its nights setting up traps 
outside a trash-filled lot on Vanderbilt Av- 
enue and Dean Street, whose 1 1 stray cats 
don’t know that the largest development in 
Brooklyn’s history is about to evict them. 

“Cats are very tied to place,” said Lau- 
ra Brahm, the group’s assistant executive 
director. “If [Ratner] starts doing demoli- 
tion, the cats will either mn away and 


starve, or get hit by cars.” 

The challenges are many. For one 
thing, Brahm inquired at the developer’s 
much-heralded “community liaison of- 
fice” last week to find out when 
various buildings are set to be 
tom down, but she hasn’t 
gotten an answer. 

In addition , these cats 
— who have all been giv- 
en names of presidents or 
first ladies — have already 
been trapped for spaying or 
neutering, and are extreme- 
ly wary of being caught again 
(can you blame them?). 

On Tuesday evening, Brahm 
pulled up in her friend’s battered red Toy- 
ota Corolla, pulled out four traps, un- 
peeled tins of sardines, and placed them 
inside the traps. 

Then she got back in her car and wait- 
ed. On average, it takes Brahm an hour or 


two to re-trap a feral cat. That night was 
no exception. 

After about 20 minutes, a cow-print cat 
with a black tail named John F. Kennedy 
started nosing around and was, 
eventually, caught with a net. 

The 35th president will 
join Zachary Taylor, Warren 
Harding and Eleanor Roo- 
sevelt — three fellow ferals 
— in a pimped-out shed in a 
volunteer’s backyard, where 
they will dine on fancy food 
help endear them to the new 
location. 

Meanwhile, Brahm and her 
colleagues will be hard at work in the 
Atlantic Yards footprint, catnapping Bruce 
Ratner’s kitties (a Ratner spokesman re- 
fused to comment, by the way). 

“I’ll keep coming back every night un- 
til we get them all,” said Brahm. 

Four down. Seven to go. 




Laura Brahm of Slope Street Cats sets up a cat trap to round up and relocate feral cats living in an empty lot within Bruce Ratner's 
Atlantic Yards footprint. 


(Law) breaking news: 
Columnist is collared 

Sentenced to write this story 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I admit it. I’m guilty as charged. And let me tell 
all you kids out there: littering is bad. You can take 

My cautionary tale begins with the careless 
placement of one coffee cup on a garbage-littered 
shelf at the 77th Street Station. What followed were 
handcuffs and a ride in the back of a police van to 
Traffic Division 34 headquarters in Coney Island. 

“This is really something,” said the guy behind the 
Plexiglas, whose job it was to verify my identity. 
“They never used to bring people in for these kinds of 
things. But this is what happens when crime goes 
down and the number of officers on the streets goes up. 

“The guy I just spoke with before you is in here 
because he missed the trash can,” Plexiglas-man 

“Well, I didn’t exactly miss the trash can,” said La- 
teek White of Red Hook, who became my cellmate 
moments later. 

“The can was overflowing and I threw my trash in 
Paper columnist Matthew Lysiak it, but it bounced out and rolled on the ground.” 
with coffee at scene of the crime. See GUILTY! on page 1 1 




menagerie 

Our man gets caught in the 
middle of a Williams's classic 


Ten-nasty Williams: Aimee German, Audrey Crabtree 
and Lynn Berg really yuck it up in "Bouffon Glass Mena- 
joree," playing at the Brick Theater through March 24. 


By Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

In most cases, when a theater group de- 
cides to stage an American classic, it sticks to 
the script and tries to perform the piece as it 
was intended. 

This is not one of those cases. 

Grotesque and outrageous, “Bouffon Glass 
Menajoree,” the latest incarnation of Tennessee 
Williams’s 1944 classic, obliterates any sem- 
blance of whatever decency or moral restraint 
the play once had. 

“Why would anyone do this to an American 
masterpiece?” you might ask yourself. I decid- 
ed that in order to find out, I needed to go put 
myself in the line of fire, as it were, and join 
the cast. 

“They’ve taken ‘The Glass Menagerie,’ ar- 
guably the most delicate and lyrical play in the 
American canon, and stuck a firecracker up its 
ass,” said Michael Gardner, artistic director of 
the Brick Theater in Williamsburg. “It’s won- 
derfully bawdy, tasteless, hammy and ugly — 
everything that Williams is not.” 

See GLASS on page 9 


Crime drops 
with mercury 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Here’s at least one reason to love the cold weath- 
er: criminals aren’t showing up for work. 

Police data shows a dramatic decrease in violent 
crimes during this cold snap. Rapes, robberies and other 
brutal acts were down nearly 28 percent in the 84th 
Precinct, which covers Downtown Brooklyn, Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO, during that time, and the figures 
fell by just under 18 percent in Park Slope’s 78th Precinct. 

In Bay Ridge’s 68th Precinct, crime fell by more than 
3 1 percent in the past month and was nearly cut in half 
over the last seven days. 

“The rain, the sleet and the snow are a policeman’s 
best friend,” said Police Officer Ronnie Fagan, a two- 
decade veteran with the 84th Precinct. “The connection 
is unequivocal.” 

Of course, the brass doesn’t like to credit the weather 
for the fine work of its officers. 

“I see the cops are working harder and smarter than 
they ever have — and they’re deployed at the right place 
and time,” said Capt. Michael Kemper, commanding of- 
ficer of the 76th Precinct of Carroll Gardens and Red 
Hook, where crime dropped more than 21 percent be- 
tween Feb. 26 and March 3, and is down nearly 24 per- 
cent this year. 

“We’re taking a more proactive approach,” added 
Capt. Eric Rodriguez, the CO at the 68th Precinct. 

Still, many Brooklynites are praying for cold. 
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* St. Patrick’s Day *| 
Weekend Celebration 

Green Beer & Food Specials! 

f? FRIDAY NIGHT 
“Pun Can” Irish Band 
‘SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
Revisit the NCAA 1978 Cotton Bowl 
featuring Notre Dame “Fighting Irish” 
vs Texas Longhorns 
SATURDAY NIGHT 

DJ Lush Paddy’s music plus “The Irish 
Spring Burlesque” 

. SUNDAY 

Irish Brunch with “The 
Danny McLaughlin Band” 

(New York’s Celtic Fusion 
Group) 




WateiStreet 

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
66 Water Street • DUMBO • (718) 625-9352 

www. waterstreetrestaur ant . co m 


Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 




MURRAY 

F E I S S 






floor lamps • 
repairs • ceiling f; 
MIRRORS • TABLES • 



WAREHOUSE 


Everything in lightir, 

1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 


hV r 


kmJ u bdu hi. Diiilu 

'SaLurdap', Htrzh IT. 2 DBT at | 


II 


EROOKLV 

PGETyCfOT 

n fciv.'.. . .. , 


2006-2007 SEASON 


Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from the junction of FI 
On-site paid parking available. (2 train to F 
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EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

March 10 



She bop 

The Jazz celebrates 
Women's history month 
with "Lady Got Chops." 
Tonight, Nicki Mathis's 
band, Afrikan Amerikan 
Jazz, featuring flute, 
vocals, bass and drums, 
is performing. The 
chops, we can assure you, 
are musical, not lamb. 


SUNDAY MONDAY 

March 1 1 March 1 2 

Something 
fishy 

The Aquarium hosts sto- 
ryteller LuAnn Adams at 
"Sea Story Sundays." 

Sandwiched between 
Ayveq the walrus and 
the otters, Adams tells 
tales from around the 
world to visiting families 
and each Sunday they're 
clapping like seals. 

12:30, 1:30 and 2:30 pm at 
the New York Aquarium (602 
Surf Ave. at West Fifth Street 
in Coney Island). Free with 
admission. For information 
call (718) 265-3474. 



9 pm at The Ja 


i(375 


Garvey Boulevard in Bedforc 
it) $10. For in forma 
ill (718) 453-7825. 



A hot time 

Warm away your winter 
blues with Chicha Libre's 
Monday night residency 
at Barbes. The mash up 
of surf rock, pop and 
Latin rhythm, along with 
a mojito or two, should 
help you get over the 
South American vacation 
you never took. 

10 pm at Barbes (376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope). $10 donation encour- 
aged. For information call 
(718) 965-9177. 


THURSDAY 

March 15 

Park Slope 
street fight 

And you thought Atlan- 
tic Yards was controver- 
sial! City transportation 
officials will come to 
Park Slope and explain 


aod idea. The meeting 
such a hot ticket that 
e community board 
id to find a bigger 


(506 Sixth St. at Seventh 
Avenue). For information c 
(718) 643-3027. 


FRIDAY 

March 1 6 
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Stamped out 

Greenpointer Jonathan 
Herder celebrates his new 
exhibition at Pierogi gal- 
lery tonight. Drop in for 
cheap red and cheddar 
cubes, but stay to check 
out his collages, made 
up entirely of postage 
stamps, detail above. 

7 pm at Pierogi (177 N. Ninth 
Street at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg). Free. For infor- 
mation call (718) 599-2144. 
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'New York’ can’t 
find Brooklyn 

I t’s a Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO shocker. For New York 
Magazine’s annual “Best of New 
York” issue, there was — apparent- 
ly — only one place in all of both 
neighborhoods (combined!) cool 
enough to make the list: the Dodge 
YMCA on Atlantic Avenue was 
voted Best Brooklyn Gym. 

Yeah, I remember that gym. It’s 
the one I read about in the police 
blotter every other week because 
someone else got an expensive 
watch taken from his or her locker. 

Is there nothing else in these two 
neighborhoods that deserves a 
place on New York Magazine’s vaunted list? 

First we get fake grass in Cadman Plaza Park, and then Will 
Smith shuns us for the Manhattan side of the Brooklyn Bridge 
to shoot his film, and now this. 

I had gotten all excited when I saw Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO in the list of neighborhoods, only to experience utter 
incredulity when I saw only one entry. And the disappointment 
was even worse because of the momentary sense of excitement 
I felt that finally Gaphattanites were going to get the skinny on 
all the places we already know and love around here. 

What about Grimaldi’s pizza and Jacques Torres’s hot choco- 
late? Maybe the magazine was looking for something fresher 
(both places have made the list in previous years), so what about 
Almondine Bakery for best sandwiches or Henry’s End for most 
imaginative (and tastiest) use of an elk? 

For that matter, what about the newly opened Housing Works 
for best non-thrift thrift store (they sell Chanel — not exactly Sal- 
vation Army fare)? Or the Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory for best 
chocolate-chocolate chunk? What about Pedro’s for best real- 
deal dive bar or Retreat for best absolutely-not-a-dive-bar bar? 

DUMBO Improvement District Executive Director Tucker 
Reed called the magazine’s selection of the Dodge YMCA 
“odd” considering all the other options available to the Manhat- 
tan-based staff (had it chosen to get out of the office, that is). 

“DUMBO is a hidden treasure yet to be discovered by most 
of New York,” said Reed. 

The point is, the New York Magazine staffers who wrote the 
article could have phoned in the Heights/DUMBO entry. If any- 
one had bothered to walk down Water, Henry or Montague 
streets, I doubt he could have missed all that the Heights and 
DUMBO have to offer. 

But Reed isn’t relying on magazine articles to draw attention 
to the neighborhood. 

“This is going to be a world-class waterfront destination and 
articles in New York Magazine aren’t the only thing that draw 
people here,” added Tucker. “As the area goes from industrial to 
more residential and commercial, more people will discover 
how great it is here.” 

But the extra publicity certainly couldn’t hurt. Sure, not too 
many Brooklynites read New York Magazine — “Let’s not go 
into what I think about that publication,” said Rob Perris, dis- 
trict manager of Community Board 2 — but Gaphattanites who 
think DUMBO is a flying cartoon elephant could certainly use 

How many of them do you think are going to come all the 
way to Atlantic Avenue to use a gym? 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


The Brooklyn Heights Association handed out four 
awards for architectural excellence during its yearly meeting last 
week. The owners of a townhouse, two brownstones and Jack 
the Horse Tavern received the honors for painstakingly restor- 
ing their buildings in historically accurate fashion. . . . Our pal, 
nabe activist Aaron Naparstek. has been nominated for a 
Jane Jacobs Medal for all his work challenging convention 
and promoting good urban design. . . . The Brooklyn chapter of 
the American Red Cross is offering babysitting, lifeguard and 
CPR classes at its Pineapple Street office throughout April. Visit 
www.nyredcross.org for class dates and times. They’re even of- 
fering a pet first aid class, in case poor little Muffy chokes on 
her kibble. . . . Kudos to another pal, Scott at Retreat in DUM- 
BO, for creating a great new cocktail that combines ginger vod- 
ka, grapefruit juice, Amaretto and a touch of grenadine. After 
our editor downed a few, he demanded that the drink be named 
“The Gersh .” The name change is pending. . . . Lest we forget: 
Last week’s Paper suggested that the hot chocolate at Al- 
mondine in DUMBO was not as good as the cocoa across the 
street at Jacques Torres. But many a reader reminded us that 
Almondine ’s cookies are better. . . . The folks at Flying Saucer, 
an excellent coffee bar on Atlantic Avenue, were complaining 
the other day about the declining quality of the bagels they get 
from that overrated, Manhattan-based chain, H&H. Our re- 
sponse: buy Brooklyn! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Christie Rizk 


Deluxe singles 
bar in the sky 



By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The tallest singles club in Brooklyn is 
open for business. 

The 40-story Oro Condo — the tallest 
condo tower to be built since the neigh- 
borhood was upzoned in 2004 — is near- 
ly completed, and real-estate agents have 
already started selling the apartments to 
hip new clients. 

The place — with its own bar, screen- 
ing room and pool — is being billed as 
one-stop-shopping for singles. 

“Who needs to go to the gym, out to a 
bar or to the movies when you live in a 
place that offers [it all] under one roof?” 
promises the broker’s promotional material. 

“Bring the party to you.” 

And even though the building does of- 


fer two- and three-bedroom apartments, 
its glossy PR campaign shows no signs of 
such things that can really kill the free- 
love buzz: families, children or strollers. 

Prices also seem geared towards rich 
Wall Street bonus babies. 

Studio apartments start at more than 
$300,000 — a small price to pay to be 
surrounded by so many exciting single 

“Oro’s very attractive price points will 
give buyers die opportunity to get in on 
the ground floor,” said Andy Gerringer, 
managing director of Prudential Douglas 
Elliman Developments. 

The 303-unit tower, at 306 Gold St., 
will be completed in 2008. Its twin — to 
be named later — will rise next door at 
313 Gold St. There is no projected com- 
pletion date for that building. 



Do you come here often? The Oro condo tower on Gold Street in Downtown Brooklyn (above left) is being marketed as a 
singles' paradise, complete with bar (right), pool, screening room and gym to cover all of today's single person's bases. 


Bubby’s in DUMBO is back! 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

DUMBO rejoice! Bubby’s is back. 

Neighborhood pie enthusiasts — who 
feared they would no longer be able to get 
dessert with a view after the popular water- 
front restaurant was shut down last week for 
health code violations — were happy to 
hear that Bubby’s is clean. 

The popular Main Street eatery was shut 
down by the Department of Health on Feb. 
23 when inspectors found 93 points worth 
of health code violations during a four-hour 
inspection of the restaurant. 

A Health Department source told The 
Stoop that an inspector had found rat drop- 
pings and poorly stored food at Bubby’s. 
But owner Ron Silver insisted that the de- 


partment — which had been on a rampage 
ever since a rat infestation at a Manhattan 
Taco Bell became an international story on 
the Internet — had shut him down unfairly. 

“We run a clean ship,” said Silver, insist- 
ing that his restaurants has never had a prob- 
lem with rats — “not ever.” 

Silver did acknowledge that there were 
some legitimate violations, hut added that it 
only took restaurant staff eight hours to 
bring the place back up to code. 

“Conditions couldn’t have been bad enough 
for them to close me down if it only took us 
eight hours to fix everything,” Silver said. 

Four hours for an inspection was also a 
little excessive, he added. “Inspections nev- 
er take that long.” 

Other restaurant owners around Brooklyn 
have also complained that the Health De- 


partment has been “over-reacting” since the 
Manhattan rat debacle. 

One owner, who did not wish to be iden- 
tified, told the Stoop, “It’s a Draconian de- 
partment run by completely incompetent 
people. They’re overreacting.” 

City health officials have insisted that all 
restaurants have been, and will continue to 
be, treated fairly during health inspections. 

“Inspectors only cite violations that they 
see,” said a department spokesperson. “Our 
only mission is to enforce the Health Code 
and keep restaurants safe for customers.” 
Bubby’s reopened on March 3 — the 
place was so clean that inspectors found not 
a single violation. 

“We are going to go above what the De- 
partment of Health demands,” said Silver. 
Now, let’s get some of that pie. 


Wreck finally gone after 3 weeks 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The notorious red car that was 
abandoned by the entrance to the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway on 
Hicks Street was finally picked 
up last Thursday. 

A mystery towing company, con- 
tracted by Department of Sanita- 
tion, towed the maroon Ford Escort 
on March 1 — almost three weeks 
after it was junked and 12 days after 
The Brooklyn Paper called in the 
wreck to 311 and was promised it 
would be gone within 72 hours. 

The Sanitation Department tagged 



It's gone! A private towing company finally removed 
an abandoned car from this street on March 1 . 


the car for pickup on Feb. 23 — the 
day the car was officially assigned 
over to a private contractor, said 
Matthew Lipani, an agency spokes- 

But Lipani would not give us the 
name of that outside company, so 
we couldn’t ask why it took five 
days for the car to be removed after 
the tagging. 

And Sanitation could care less. 

“Once it is tagged, it becomes 
the property of the private vendor,” 
Lipani said. “They do what they 

Whenever they want to get 
around to it, apparently. 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & AAAI LING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm FmIL 1 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/VA 718 222-4900 

*^ \\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, qatn-lOpm weekends 

4 


yaiti-lOpm weekdays, 9am-l0pra weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


The David Berg Lecture Series Presents v 

From Keser to Malchus: b h 

UNCOVERING 

CHASSIDISM 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 

All Classes are 
FREE and 
are held on 
Mondays, 8-9pm 

Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


(1745-1812) Founder of the Chabad-luhavitel 


(1860-1920), 5th Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


yfejp Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 



(71 8) 596-4840 Ext.1 8 


Loose 
Dentures? 4 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, T 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months ofhealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


I *ONLY $495 
] FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www.oraldentalcare.com 


^’SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


All repairs done on premises. 

Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • H»Hirn 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



w Said 

82 Livingston Street 

(between Court St. & Boerum PI.) 

FREE Delivery • (718) 260-8870 


CARROLL GARDENS CONDO 


206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 


i -3 


Huge 1,800 sq.ft, garden duplex. 
3 BR, 1.5 bath, outdoor garden, 
private parking. $1,100,000.00 


COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


TRY ME PACK 



718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks. 


Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 


Dharma 

Healing Arts Studio 


• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports • Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

in COBBLE HILL I Gift Certificates available 

718-797-5318 | mm 



w.dharmanyc.com 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Atlantic City, 

r r Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
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Babyless writer 
in giftless jam 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 




Ariella Cohen 


I have no babies and so, it has been 
easy for me to ridicule the extrav- 
agance of the brownstone baby 
belt: the $1,000 strollers, the sexy 
leggings-and-baby-sling combo, the 
whirlwind of kid-friendly Smith 
Street brunches I kept hearing about. 

The whole G-rated scene was fun- 
ny — in a mock-the-bouigeoisie kind 
of way. I mean, the last time I lived 
near so many mothers, I lived with 
my own. And she, with the exception 
of a brief period in the 1980s, m 
wore leggings . In fact, as I recall, few 
mothers I knew were sexy, and the 
ones that were had awful nicknames. 

And while there are all kinds of reasons for that, the truth is that 
Brooklyn’s lithe yoga moms made me feel a little like I had settled 
into an alternate universe where no one was aging. 

Then my sister Danya had her first child. 

I became an aunt, and the teenager who helped me skip a day 
of eighth grade to go to a Cranberries concert became the moth- 
er of six pounds of flesh named Eden. Suddenly, it was time to 
find out what happened inside the belly of the yoga mom beast: 
the kids’ boutiques. Auntie had to deliver a gift. 

In pre-Eden days, I had felt sorry for the parents who dressed 
their progeny in tiny tees that said “I Party Naked,” or “Chicks 
dig me.” Now I found myself on Court Street, talking with 
salesclerks about them. 

“Parents now have a little sense of humor,” the clerk at Piz- 
zazz Kids said, adding that the “Bald is Beautiful” shirt was “re- 
ally popular as a baby shower gift.” 

To give a little background, my sister is the person who introduced 
me to ringer tees a litde over a decade ago at the Salvation Army. Our 
mother yelled at her for letting me bring one home, describing the 
red-on-white “Virginia is for Lovers” shirt as “dirty-looking.” 

I loitered at this poinsettia-sized T-shirt rack pondering what it 
would mean to buy my niece a shirt that matched her momma’s 
taste for mid-’90s altema-culture. 

Would I be bringing her a piece of her mom’s youth, or simply 
dressing an innocent babe in an overpriced tee-shirt fashioned af- 
ter some rag that Kurt Cobain once played a show in? I couldn’t 
bring myself to buy one, only to succumb later that day to a 
$14.99 hot pink tube dress/infant gown from American Apparel’s 
baby line. It was cute. 

I contemplated returning the baby tube dress as soon as I 
reached the reality of Court Street and spotted an American Ap- 
parel ad inside a newsbox. The model was wearing a tube outfit 
similar to the one I had just bought my three-day-old niece. She 
looked like she may have been on her way to a “Boogie 
Nights”-themed frat party. 

Oh, consumer culture. Oh, children. The combination was 
giving me morning sickness. 

Braving the nausea, I walked down Smith Street into the cap- 
ital of holistic, maternal buying: Area Mom and Baby. I smiled 
at the fleeced-out toddlers blocking my entry. A free yoga class 
came with every $100 spent on overpriced baby wear. 

I listened closely as the women around me compared the 
merits of the New Native baby carrier to that of the costlier Eigo 
version. I asked intelligent questions about infant weights and 
breast size, only leaving the store when a woman in Uggs and a 
baby over her shoulder started talking in a loud voice about pro- 
tecting her children from germs on the subway and I remem- 
bered the scratch in my throat. 

Paranoid, self-righteous, unfit for urban life? Maybe last 
week. This week, Ugg woman could be my sister. I closed the 
door carefully behind me. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pal Pasqualina Azzarello, the painter who made a 
DUMBO construction site bloom with murals, will be speaking 
with 15 other emerging women artists at Red Hook’s Kentler In- 
ternational Drawing Space today (Saturday) at 4 pm. ... So 
much for Mayor Bloomberg’s much-ballyhooed task force of lo- 
cal leaders to decide how vacant firehouses, like Engine 204 on 
Degraw Street, should be disposed of. This week, a spokeswoman 
for City Planning told The Stoop that the sale of Engine 204 was 
proceeding as planned. The City Council will hold a final vote on 
the site’s future by April 23. ... Off the waterfront: Columbia 
Street literary outpost, Freebird Books, is celebrating its three- 
year anniversary. It’s been a tough road (check out the huge pot- 
holes and constant construction outside their front door) but the 
shop has come through for the nabe with regular readings, free 
WiFi, a cafe that sells comdogs (comdogs, Jerry!) and a whole 
shelf of local indie books. Owners Sam Citrin and Rachel Lon- 
don promise at least one “wine-addled” rendition of their Lynyrd 
Skynyrd anthem at a birthday bash on Sunday from 7-10 pm. . . . 
The folks at Flying Saucer on Atlantic Avenue, were complain- 
ing the other day about the declining quality of the bagels they get 
from that overrated, Manhattan-based chain, H&H. Our response: 
buy Brooklyn! E-mail us at Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com 
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Is it fake or real? This new red-light "camera" was recently installed on Smith Street, just below Atlantic Avenue. Locals don't 
know if it's real or a decoy — and the DOT isn't saying. 

Smile: You may be on ‘camera’ 


By Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has installed a new red-light 
camera on Smith Street — but no one 
knows if it’s real or a decoy, and the Depart- 
ment of Transportation certainly isn’t saying. 

The “camera” is one of 300 such boxes 
on city streetcomers — 200 of which are 
just decoys that don’t actually take a picture 
of cars illegally going through the red light. 


Most Smith Street residents and business 
owners think this one’s fake, too. 

“It’s not doing anything, said Phil Marcano 
of Phil’s Sports Wear. “It’s a phony camera.” 
At the restaurant next door, a worker 

“I don’t think it works,” said Charles 
Costa. “So people pass the red lights.” 

But real or not, the Department of Trans- 
portation says the camera will be a deterrent 
because drivers won’t know if they’re being 


photographed as they go through a red light. 
The safest way to avoid a ticket, after all, is 
to stop at the red. 

“The goal is to encourage people to com- 
ply with the lights,” said Chris Gilbride, as- 
sistant press secretary for the NYC DOT. 

If indeed the camera is real, neighbors 
would be pleased. 

“The traffic is out of control,” said Kevin 
Erickson, a resident of Carroll Gardens. “A 
camera could make a difference.” 


Corcoran’s still hot on the Hook 


By Robert Guskind 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Is Red Hook’s slip showing? 

A renovated storefront at 293 Van Brunt 
Street — the ground floor of a building fa- 
mously bought two years ago by the real-es- 
tate legend herself, Barbara Corcoran, for 
$1,075 million — is still vacant, despite Cor- 
coran’s boast that she could get $2,500 a 
month for the space. 

It’s now priced to move at $1 ,800 — and 
it still hasn’t moved. 

“A number of storefronts are empty,” 
says one local businessperson. “It’s not that 
easy to fill them.” 

But this building was supposed to be dif- 
ferent! Corcoran’s Red Hook buy was the 
real-estate equivalent of David Bowie call- 
ing a band his favorite. Asking prices in the 
neighborhood started going up once Barbara 
Corcoran had made her bet on Red Hook. 

Yes, some new businesses have opened in 
the last year, including a jewelry shop and a 


high-end soap emporium, but they are all 
mostly clustered on Van Brunt between 
Wolcott Street and the Fairway. 

The “Barbara Corcoran Storefront” (yes, 
that’s what some people in the neighbor- 
hood call it) is several blocks north. 

When Corcoran bought the three-story 
building, she was projecting $2,500 a month 
in rent for the storefront, and $1,600 and 
$1 ,750 monthly for two apartments upstairs. 
The apartments eventually rented, but the 
storefront still sits. 

The Corcoran Web site still beckons with 
a glowing description. 

“IMAGINE having the entire ground 
floor, basement and the backyard of a town- 
house for the business of your dreams,” it 
says. “Open, airy and filled with light, this 
would be perfect for a restaurant, artist’s 
space/gallery or retail store. . . . Fairway su- 
permarket is now open and the Queen Mary 
cruise ships have arrived!” 

The ship may have come in to Red Hook, 
but a tenant has not. 


But don’t draw the wrong conclusion, 
said the Corcoran broker assigned to the 
property. 

“This property is not in trouble, and nei- 
ther is Red Hook,” said Beth Kenkel, the 
agent. “We all strongly believe in Red 
Hook. Some people thought Barbara bought 
the building as some kind of press ploy. 
And, yes, she may have overpaid just a bit, 
but in the long run, this is going to be a great 
investment.” 

Kenkel said that Corcoran has fielded 
“many offers” on the property, but “Barbara 
is very discerning about whom she’11 rent to. 
But I can tell you this: I am on the verge of 
renting this out. I may be calling you in two 
days with a big story.” 

Kenkel reiterated that prices in the neigh- 
borhood are still rising, an indication that 
renters, buyers and investors are still bullish 
on a neighborhood that has been on seem- 
ingly everyone’s “hot” list for a year. 

“Believe me, it’s still hot,” said Kenkel. 


Bellying up to a Gardens barista 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Carroll Gardens caffeine addicts are 
uniting to raise money for a Naidre’s 
barista who has been diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s Disease. 

On Sunday, the friends and colleagues of 
Emily Storm, the 23-year-old coffee slinger 
at the popular Henry Street location, held a 
benefit for her at Lido Bar in Red Hook. 

“Working at a coffee shop, she doesn’t 
have health insurance,” said Ambrose 
Austin, Naidre’s general manager. “We 


wanted to do something to help out, espe- 
cially when she found out she would have 
six months of chemo.” 

About 100 people turned out for the ben- 
efit. The proceeds — combined with dona- 
tions from the Carroll Gardens Naidre’s and 
the newer location on Seventh Avenue be- 
tween 11th and 12th streets in Park Slope — 
totaled $5,000. 

“I think it speaks to the neighborhood 
spirit [that we raised so much],” said Austin. 
“Working at a coffee shop, you get to know 


a ton of people and you’re a part of their 

And then, of course, there’s what Austin 
calls Storm’s “hilarious” personality, “wry 
sense of humor,” and “intelligence.” 

Storm’s last two scheduled shifts were on 
Friday and Saturday, although she may pick 
up some shifts if she’s feeling up to it. 

Meanwhile, workers at both Naidre’s cof- 
feehouses will continue to raise money. If 
you want to help out your neighborhood 
barista, do stop by. — Dana Rubinstein 
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Putting Walt 
in a time vault 

T he home where Walt Whitman 
toiled on his best-known work, 

“Leaves of Grass,” sits un- 
marked, unknown, and unsung on a 
little-visited street in the Wallabout 
section of Clinton Hill. 

If its existence comes as a surprise 
to you, you’re not alone. Outside of 
a small circle of self-described 
“Whit-maniacs” and the current ten- 
ants of the building, few people 
know that the house — believed to 
be the only remaining Whitman 
home in Brooklyn — exists. 

The three-story, four-apartment, 
yellow-frame home at 99 Ryerson 
St., between Myrtle Avenue and the roaring Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway, is modest, well-maintained, and lived-in. Last 
week, a solitary strand of Christmas lights ringed the white front 
door. A Kohl’s circular was stuffed into the wrought-iron gate. 

It strained the imagination to think that it was at this spot, 152 
years ago, where Whitman worked on his epic masterpiece. 

Perhaps part of that incredulity was based on the fact that the 
house remains so obscure. 

This reporter only discovered its existence while leafing 
through the dense “Wallabout Cultural Resource Survey,” a 
2005 document created as part of the embryonic movement to 
landmark this portion of the neighborhood. 

In the report, Columbia University Professor Andrew Dolkart 
wrote that 99 Ryerson is “thought to be the only surviving New 
York City home of poet Walt Whitman.” 

Aside from the survey, a 1995 New Yorker article, and a re- 
cent Poetry Foundation piece, next to nothing has been written 
on the house. 

That’s particularly shocking given the importance that Whit- 
man scholars place on the structure. 

“Whitman was living there during a really crucial time,” ex- 
plained Karen Karbiener, a Whitman scholar at New York Uni- 

“There was this weird time during which a normal hack jour- 
nalist was gathering forces to become something incredible and 
powerful, and part of that happened in this house,” she said. 

It was while he was living at the Ryerson Street building that 
Whitman walked into a Cranberry Street print shop and asked 
the owners’ help in publishing “Leaves of Grass.” 

What does not strain the imagination is the possibility that the 
house may someday be demolished. 

The real-estate market has grown stronger in Wallabout, and 
similar wood-frame homes have been demolished in recent 
years. While the owner of the house could not be reached for 
comment, surely the temptation to sell is strong. After all, the 
house across the street, at 106 Ryerson, is on the market for 
$900,000, and the home at 91 Ryerson is selling for $875,000. 

There’s been some talk of seeking landmark protection for the 
home, or, at the very least, erecting a plaque in Whitman’s hon- 
or. But the spokeswoman for the Landmarks Preservations 
Commission said no formal requests have been made. 

But what is a house? After all, two of Whitman’s homes are 
already preserved — one in Long Island, the other in New Jer- 
sey. And isn’t his poetry the truest memorial of all? 

“Whitman’s a poet of place,” said Karbenier. “For him, the 
city represented America. While [other poets] were in Boston, 
New York was being flooded by immigrants. He loved that and 
saw the potential here. So it’s so important to read him where he 
was inspired.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


There’s nothing more enticing than a free lunch, or free blood 
pressure monitoring. Stop by Long Island University's Nurs- 
ing Center and you’ll get that and more — including free HTV 
testing and weight-loss club meetings. Call (718) 488-1281 to 
make an appointment. . . . Couple Women’s History Month with 
Fort Greene Park and what do you get? Women in the American 
Revolution, of course. The Urban Park Rangers will lead a 
discussion on March 17 about the role women played in the Rev- 
olution, whose history is so intertwined with Fort Greene Park. 
Head for the Visitors Center at 1 pm. . . . The Fort Greene 
PUP’s 2007 calendar is now available, featuring the adorable 
shots of neighborhood dogs playing in Fort Greene Park. To order 
your own $10 calendar (and support the organization), email 
info@fortgreenepups.org. ... A Fort Greene resident has founded 
a blog to convince ZipCar, a car-sharing company, to park vehi- 
cles in Fort Greene garages. At the present, Fort Greene ZipCar 
members must trudge to a different neighborhood (egad!) to pick 
up vehicles, for which they pay by the hour. To find out more about 
this worthwhile crusade, check out zipfortgreene.blogspot.com. . . . 
Are your computer skills not quite up to snuff? Do you kids’ com- 
puter skills make you feel stupid? Fort Greene SNAP is offer- 
ing a free “Computer Basics” course on Fridays, from March 16 to 
April 20. For information, visit www.fortgreenesnap.org or call 
(718) 694-6957. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Work continues to make the art project/architectural marvel known as the "Broken Angel" livable. 


Inside Broken Angel 



"Broken Angel" at 4 Downing St. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Broken Angel, the hand- 
made Clinton Hill ziggurat 
that caught fire in October, in- 
flaming the ire of the Build- 
ings Department and the ardor 
of the community, is even 
more extraordinary from the 

Shahn Andersen, a young 
developer, is helping artist Ar- 
thur Wood restore his decades- 
long art project, bring it up to 
code and turn it into condos (in- 
cluding one for the Wood fami- 
ly, which has been living there 
for decades). 

This week, Andersen took 
two Brooklyn Paper reporters 
on a tour of the building to 
show off how much work has 
been accomplished since the 
fire and Wood’s subsequent 
eviction by cops for violating 
city building laws. 

On the first floor, light fil- 
tered through sizable cracks be- 
tween the wall and the ceiling, 
casting gentle rays on exposed 
brick, an old, rusty bathtub, and 
a table of tools, including a fire 


extinguisher. 

The October blaze that 
brought the Downing Street 
mansion to the Buildings De- 
partment’s attention was not the 
cause of the building’s decline, 
according to Andersen. 

“The fire was nothing,” he 
said. In fact, Andersen contends 
that it was another fire, in 1975, 
that caused the greatest dam- 
age, before Wood even moved 

Wood used the scarred build- 
ing as his studio, and main- 


tained a small apartment down- 
stairs. Since the Buildings De- 
partment crackdown, he s been 
staying down the street. 

But his work remains intact. 
And the building’s scars under- 
score the stark beauty in his un- 
usual mosaics, the stained glass 
formed from discarded bottles, 
the intricate woodwork. Under 
Wood’s influence, even those 
scars are pleasing to the eye, the 
fight breaking through the am- 
ple holes in the brick, skirting 
the shadows, making dusty 


planks lovely, and abandoned 
office chairs works of art. 

Indeed, the building, con- 
structed over a lifetime, seems 
almost alive. At any moment, 
like Howl’s Moving Castle, the 
house might just shudder, lift its 
wings, shift its staircases, and 
take a walk. 

That impression deepens the 
higher one goes. The middle 
floors, or mezzanines, are only 
accessible by ladder. They offer 
bird’s-eye views of the Brook- 
lyn and Manhattan skylines, 
unimpeded by glass from an al- 
tar that’s as airy as a cathedral. 

Though different: this spiri- 
tual place is covered in pigeon 

The highest floors, where the 
October fire took place, are off- 
limits. In a month’s time, An- 
dersen will start taking down 
the all-wood floors and rebuild- 
ing them with steel. 

He expects to finish recon- 
struction in about a year. 

“It will be even greater than 
before,” said Andersen. “And 
with the steel, it will last forev- 


Some Zagat jive for ‘Turkey’ 


By Dana Rubinstein 


All is fair in love and Zagat. 

The Myrtle Avenue Business Improve- 
ment District is offering local caterer Jive 
Turkey assistance in the three-and-a-half- 
year-old business’s bid to get fisted in a new 
Zagat guide. 

On March 1, the BID’s Web site urged 
residents to “vote for Jive Turkey.” 

“We encourage you to submit your vote 
and rank your other favorites in the coming 
week,” the entry continued. 

Jive Turkey, on Myrtle Avenue between 
Clinton and Waverly avenues, serves up a 
wattle-dropping 15 flavors of deep-fried bird 
and is a candidate for entry into the new Za- 
gat’s “Marketplace” guide, which will feature 
caterers, florists, and other stores “ranked” 


thanks to snarky reviews from actual patrons. 

But in order to make the cut, Jive must 
accrue a minimum number of reviews. Za- 
gat, whose highly unscientific ratings are 
based on votes by consumers, never reveals 
exactly how many are required. 

“If you have a low vote count, unless 
you’re considered a really superlative place, 
you won’t be included,” said a former Zagat 
employee who would only speak anony- 
mously. “[Encouraging people to vote is] 
frowned upon, but a lot of people do it. 
There’s no way to stop it.” 

Michael Blaise Backer, the BID’S execu- 
tive director, said his organization just wanted 
to help the little guy. 

“We thought we would try to get them list- 
ed,” he said. “I think it’s more about trying to 
get certain businesses included, not to tell Za- 
gat that Jive Turkey is the best one.” 


Inadvertently or not, Backer managed to 
toe Zagat’s paper-thin ethics fine. 

According to Zagat guidelines, “Unac- 
ceptable practices include ... encourage- 
ment of surveyors to vote a certain way.” 
“We don’t view this as an unacceptable 
practice,” said Michael Mahle, a spokesman 
for Zagat. “[That’s] simply because [the 
BID] is not encouraging people to vote a 
certain way (i.e., favorably).” 

The owner of Jive Turkey, Aricka West- 
brooks, said she didn’t ask Backer to cam- 
paign on her behalf. And, bucking the indus- 
try-wide trend, she doesn’t much care 
whether or not she makes the grade. 

“I’m not sure how much of an effect a 
Zagat listing would have on a business like 
ours, because we’re not a restaurant,” said 
Westbrooks. “But I think it would be won- 
derful to be in Zagat, too.” 
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Slope on wrong- 
way street 

I n what seems like a monthly en- 
deavor, I attended yet another fo- 
rum on where Park Slope is 

Forgive me. I hate to sound cyn- 
ical, but we all know where Park 
Slope is going, and I had mostly 
given up being angry about it since 
it seems to be a done deal. 

But at last week’s “Where Goes 
the Neighborhood?” forum spon- 
sored by the Park Slope Civic 
Council, I got a fresh reason why 
Pm so angry about the direction of 
the neighborhood. 

Throughout the uneventful even- 
ing, people kept talking about “compromise,” as in, how the up- 
zoning that is turning Fourth Avenue into a high-rise, yet still- 
ugly, boulevard was a “compromise” to prevent over-develop- 
ment on the side streets. 

Or how a proposal to expand Park Slope’s historic district is a 
“compromise” because it could halt some development, but also 
hinder a homeowner’s ability to alter his own property. 

But I couldn’t help feeling that the evening wasn’t about 
comprise at all, but about steamrolling. 

As in, we got steamrolled. 

Architect Stuart Pertz, a former Landmarks Commissioner 
and presently a consultant for the Municipal Art Society on the 
Atlantic Yards project, explained how Bruce Ratner’s mini-city 
was “a perfect example of backwards planning.” 

Ratner, he said, is “building a huge project and then the city 
will deal with the impact on the streets, the transportation sys- 
tems, the sewers and the schools. But they needed to do all that 
stuff first,” he said. 

Well, they haven’t and they won’t. Instead, the Department of 
Transportation comes in after the fact and says it wants to con- 
vert quiet Sixth Avenue and commercial Seventh Avenue into 
one-way thoroughfares, high-speed Yellow Brick Roads to and 
from Ratner’s state-polished Emerald City. 

Compromise? There isn’t any. You just got steamrolled. 

I can’t help having this feeling of deja-vu. I grew up in anoth- 
er long-gone enclave of artists, activists and preservationists: 
Greenwich Village. And look what has happened to that charm- 
ing, old-world area of Manhattan. The small scale of the build- 
ings is gone, the cute shopping streets are all brand name, and 
no artist can afford to live there unless his last name is Picasso. 

So the issue isn’t compromise. The issue, apparently, is learn- 
ing to accept the changes, or finding a new place to live. 

See PS... I LOVE... on page 4 




Richard Muzio, seen in front of his neighbor's awning, has spent years trying to get the city 
the three inches of the awning that he claims extend onto his property. 


Bad awning, bad neighbor 


By Laura Raskin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Three inches are all that stand between 
Richard Muzio and a good night’s sleep. 

Muzio, owner of the three-story building at 
653 Vanderbilt Ave., has been asking his 
neighbor, the wine store Fermented Grapes, to 
remove its mauve awning because it encroach- 
es on his property by a pesky three inches. 

Because of those three little inches, Muzio 
now finds himself fighting a war of red tape. 
His foe is the Department of Buildings, which 
has refused to pass judgment, leaving Muzio 
and his neighbor at a bitter impasse. 

Muzio, it seems, is just not a high priority 
for the department. 

“The department will prioritize respond- 
ing to a complaint about a building in dan- 
ger of collapse over a complaint about a 
building with an illegal sign,” said agency 


spokeswoman Kate Lindquist. 

Since 2004, Muzio has entered nine com- 
plaints against the awning above Fermented 
Grapes. He’s been scrupulously documenting 
his struggle — a file folder overflows with 
detailed documentation of what he calls an 
endless “runaround,” as well as a survey for 
which he paid $500 that indicates the awning 
is, indeed, encroaching on his property. 

By three inches. 

But no one wants to do anything about 
what he believes is a clear and present dan- 
ger (to his sanity, if nothing else). 

And certainly, not everyone believes 
Muzio or his surveyor. 

“There’s no encroachment. It’s our prop- 
erty,” said, Fermented Grapes’ co-owner 
Deborah Summer, who opened the store 
with Jan McGill in September 2004 

Summer told Muzio three years ago that 
she would not take down the awning. She 


has refused to speak to him since. 

But Muzio persisted: In November, 2005, 
the matter even made it to court after the 
Buildings Department cited Summer for in- 
stalling the awning without a permit, though 
a judge dismissed the charge. 

Besides, that was during a brief citywide 
moratorium on the enforcement of sign and 
awning laws anyway. 

But that moratorium ended in December, 
and Muzio was quick to pester the Depart- 
ment of Buildings for a new inspection. 
Alas, this time the inspector came out in 
January, but left without issuing a violation. 

Besides, said Lindquist, it’s unlikely that 
a business would be required to remove an 
awning, even if it doesn’t have permits, un- 
less it “poses a threat to public safety.” 

Which leaves Muzio where he started, 
with no resolution in sight and with three 
inches of awning ruining his life. 


A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

jgQQ EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 

1 rOicO) X ' RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING 1 

I with this ad I 



332 9th St. (718)832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 



Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9 th Street Op ticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn .,„ Q , qce okac 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) (718 ' 



• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dogplay 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



Bonina & Bonina, EC* 

The MedLaw Team 

1-888 -MEDLAW 1 • 1-888-633-5291 • medlawl.com 


Birth Injuries • Wrongful Death • Erb’s Palsy 
Cerebral Palsy • Surgical Mistakes • Ladder & Scaffold Injuries 
Construction Accidents • Medical Negligence • Defective Products 
Failure to Diagnose Cancer • Auto Accidents • Trip and Fall 


Se Habla Espanol • Nou Pale Kreyol • Free Consultation 
Home and Hospital Visits Available 

16 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York • 718-522-1786 • medlawl.com 

No Fee Unless Successful 

*As determined by American Lawyer Media and published in New York Magazine. 


VEGAS open 

VCUM9 7DflYS 

AUTO SPA 7AM-I0PM 



THE 

CHEAPEST 





555 7th Avenue 


718-768-WASH (9274) 




Visit our Expanded 


PASSOVER 

SECTION 


We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 

“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 


GROOMING -BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

# 


lOe Service the 
* JTlovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

5 STAR != — 


(718)258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

^ Casinos 

Klfirtili 

" Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

mx mm 


(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 








March 10, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 


BRZ 3 



Harbor 
Motor Inn 



25 years in 
business 

Ample parking 
on premises 
24 hour security 

Convenient 
location (oft Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 


Why save the 
Green Church? 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 




Matthew Lysiak 


T here is no question that it’s sad to 
think that Bay Ridge United 
Methodist’s final Mass will soon 
be said by a wrecking ball. It’s a 
beautiful building, and it’s no won- 
der so many people fought to save it. 

Or is it? Sometimes I remind 
myself of that old Vietnam-era 
query, “What are we fighting for?” 

Won’t anyone stand up for 
progress any more? Won’t anyone 
stand up and say that the neighbor- 
hood needs more housing? 

Turns out, someone is: New 
York City Libertarian Party Presi- 
dent Jim Lesczynski. 

“If developers were simply freed from building regulations, 
and allowed to build as high as they would be willing to invest, 
there would be enough housing for anyone who wanted to live 
here, and then some,” he said. 

Lesczynski has a point: The reason rents are so high in Bay 
Ridge is because too many people want to live in too little space. 
But the sky is limitless, Lesczynski said, “even in Bay Ridge.” 
I’m not sure I agree that we should turn the neighborhood 
over to the developers (unless we eliminate all the subsidies they 
get, I suppose!), but I do agree with his larger point: You can’t 
stop progress. 

I doubt anyone started a movement when the Ovington Fami- 
ly sold the farm on which the church sits. Like the church, it had 
been around for many generations and, presumably, many did 
not want to see it plowed under. 

Imagine all the families that would never have had the opportu- 
nity to live in Bay Ridge if that farm was never paved over? Imag- 
ine all the new families that will have the chance to move to Oving- 
ton and Fourth avenues once the church gives way to condos. 

Not everyone wants to imagine that. 

“When you see these pieces of familiarity that have been part 
of your surroundings, you feel your whole life crumbling away,” 
said Victoria Hofmo, president of the Bay Ridge Conservancy. “It 
feels like a part of me is being demolished by that wrecking ball.” 
I can understand that. I wish my hometown would have al- 
ways stayed as I remembered it, but I understand that this is an 
unreasonable expectation. 

An aide to Councilman Vince Gentile seemed genuinely con- 
fused that anyone would question the “why” of saving the Green 
Church. 

“The Green Church?” said spokesman Eric Kuo. “Have you 
ever walked by that church? It is absolutely beautiful.” 

I had walked by the church many times, but maybe I never 
took the time to really notice it, so on Monday I wandered over 
yet again and tried to appreciate the church. 

I hate to say it, but I was not converted. I thought of all the new 
condos, and I thought about how my wife and I are trying to buy 
something, but can’t because the prices are in the stratosphere. 

Now I wait for the lighting bolt. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Breaking meeting: A group of local preservationists will dis- 
cuss the Methodist Church sale at an emergency meeting on 
Monday, March 12, at 7:30 pm at PS 170 (Sixth Avenue and 72nd 
Street). Call Victoria Hofmo at (718) 748-5950 for information. 
. . . Medicare, Medican or Medican’t? Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge) is inviting neighbors to an information session 
on Medicare on March 2 1 , at 2 pm at the Shore Hill Senior Cen- 
ter. Call Gentile’s office at (718) 748-5200 to RSVP. ... The Boy 
Ridge Community Council is holding an amateur-only photo 
contest. All entries must be in by March 19 and an award ceremo- 
ny will be held on March 27. For more information call (718) 
748-7249. Pictures of KFC rats will not be accepted. ... Dunk 
Full of Nuts? Chock Full of Nuts on Third Avenue at 79th Street 
may be renamed Chock Full of Dunkin after one astute Yellow 
Hooker tipster discovered Dunkin Donuts pastries and cookies be- 
ing sold there. When asked, the employees at the new coffee shop 
just smiled and nodded. ... Kali Browne has referred to her 
work to preserve thrift stores in Bay Ridge as “quite likely a fool’s 
errand,” and Yellow Hooker isn’t one to disagree. But the news 
that St. Vincent's Thrift Shop on Fifth Avenue and 62nd Street 
will soon be moving to Queens may be reason enough to pay her 
a visit online at petiHonspot.com. . . . Nice donation: Caroline 
Erskine was honored last month for giving $2.1 million to 
Lutheran Healthcare. . . . Consider this a sign of the Apoca- 
lypse: State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) and Council- 
man Gentile sent out a joint press release for the first time since 
Yellow Hooker could remember. The issue that made these long- 
time cats and dogs kiss? The ongoing fight to get Bay Imaging 
to return patient records. In a related story: Palestine and Israel 
are merging to form Israeltine. . . . Gentile’s “Hit the Books” tour 
will be at New Utrecht library, at 1743 86th St., from 1:30 to 
5:30 pm on March 22. Let us all hope that the Councilman’s read- 
ing voice is better than his singing voice (see story below right). 

Email us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



is appears to have a a buyer — and a 


The 100-year-old Bay Ridge United Methodist church at Fourth and Ovington a' 
date with a wrecking ball. 

Hail Mary needed to save church 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Preservationists and resi- 
dents are cursing an unholy 
plan to tear down one of Bay 
Ridge’s most distinctive 
churches to make room for 
luxury condos. 

Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church, which earned a listing 
in the National Registry of His- 
toric Places with its distinctive 
sandstone clock tower, has 


graced the comer of Fourth Av- 
enue and Ovington for more 
than a hundred years and now 
looks like it could be sold by 
mid-March, according to repre- 
sentatives at Massey Knakal 
Realty Services. 

“The sale will be all wrapped 
up ... by the middle of March,” 
said company spokeswoman 
Kari Neering. 

The unique church’s listing 
price of $12 million makes it un- 
likely that any potential suitor 


would maintain the historic 
property as is, instead inviting in 
the much-feared wrecking ball. 

The cost of maintaining the 
church has been an issue for 
years, the church said in a state- 

“We have spent an inordinate 
amount of money in repair at- 
tempts, to protect the people who 
pass through the property of the 
church,” the statement said. 

The news of the impending 
sale came as quite a shock for 


Vegas owner smells a rat 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The owner of a Benson- 
hurst hot-spot believes he was 
shut down because of rats — 
the ones in government, not 
the ones in his restaurant. 

The Vegas Diner was al- 
lowed to reopen on Sunday af- 
ter being shut down after their 
lunch rush on Feb. 28 by an in- 
spector from the Department of 
Health. But even with the doors 
now open, the owner remains 
convinced that the process was 

“We have been opened for 
25 years and our reputation has 
always been fantastic,” said 
owner Ted Vlamis. “This is a 
case of DOH officers from 
Manhattan trying to look like 
they are doing their job after 
what happened at the Taco Bell 
[in Manhattan] .” 

Vlamis was referring to the 
infamous rat race in a Green- 
wich Village KFC/Taco Bell, 
where vermin were videotaped 
just one day after health inspec- 
tors gave it a clean bill. 

Vlamis believes that now the 
DOH is scurrying around, look- 
ing for any little technical 
morsel it can pin on restaurant 
owners. 

“Nobody is perfect, and they 
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Ted Vlamis (left), owner of the Vegas Diner, says the Health 
Department needlessly shut down his restaurant. 


It wasn’t the first time the 
diner — twice named the best 
in Brooklyn by the Daily News 
— was cited. 

The Vegas was also cited for 
“improperly maintained equip- 
ment” and having “cold food 
held above 41 degrees,” last 
February, but those violations 
weren’t severe enough to shut 
the diner down. 

Vlamis remains steadfast i 


did find some cigarette butts be- 
hind the ice machine in the 
basement, and three of our cut- 
ting boards had scratches,” said 
Vlamis. “But it is ridiculous that 
we were shut down.” 

The popular Bensonhurst 
diner, famous for its Greek 
omelets and cheesecake, was 
ordered to close at 1 pm, when 
DOH inspectors claim to have 
discovered food stored a 


officials under the impression 
that they still had a shot at pre- 
serving one of the few standing 
centurion churches. 

“I truly believe the church 
has sold out this community,” 
said Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) 

The Councilman joined the 
Bay Ridge Conservancy to nego- 
tiate a deal that would convert the 
property into 87 units of subsi- 
dized housing through the Con 
Ed Renaissance Housing Project. 

The deal promised to give 
the church $300,000 in revenue 
annually. 

At the time, the church’s 
Board of Trustees said the pro- 
posal “did not come very close 
to addressing our continuing 
problems of the deterioration of 
the building and the increasing 
cost of maintaining it.” 

Still. Gentile and others felt 
they could intercede, so many 
were outraged when The Brook- 
lyn Paper informed them that the 
building was about to be sold. 

“They intentionally kept us 
out of the loop because they did- 
n’t want to have to deal with the 
bad press,” said Victoria Hofmo, 
president of the Bay Ridge Con- 
servancy. “You think I am hap- 
py? They have been screwing 
with us for a year and a half now 
and they didn’t even have the 
courtesy to let us know that they 
made the decision.” 

Hofmo said she has spent 
years on preserving what locals 
call the “Green Church.” 

“I have no doubt residents 
will have a fit if they see a 
wrecking ball crash through 
that church,” said Hofmo. “No 
one wants to see that happen.” 
The current plan involves tear- 
ing down the church and a sec- 
ond building to make room for a 
150-seat church and a six- or sev- 
en-story apartment building. 

Not everyone is embracing 
the plan. Gentile is still looking 
for a way to preserve the Bay 
Ridge landmark. 

“We haven’t given up the 
fight yet,” said his aid, Eric 
Kuo said. “We still have some 
cards to play.” 
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proper temperature, evidence of defending the integrity of his 


smoking, and the absence of 
proper food registration. 

“The Vegas Diner had some 
significant problems and needs 
to do things differently,” DOH 
spokesman Andrew Tucker said 
at the time. 


diner — and in his claims that 
the DOH has been nothing but a 
plague to his customers. 

“We have lost some busi- 
ness,” Vlamis said. “But trust 
me, they won’t stay away from 
the Vegas Diner for long.” 


Gentile: American Idol? 
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By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Could vaudeville be far be- 
hind? Apparently, yes, very 
far behind. 

It appears that Councilmem- 
ber Vince Gentile’s acting de- 
but in “Shhh! Don’t Wake the 
Corpse,” last Saturday, may not 
have had the shock value of 
Giuliani in drag, but it didn’t 
exactly leave the audience at 
the St. Patrick’s Auditorium in 
Bay Ridge begging for an en- 

Gentile sang two Irish Folks 
songs, “Old Colonial Bay,” and 
“Irish Rover,” before exiting 
stage right. 

Not a moment too soon, on- 
lookers said. 

When asked if the Bay 
Ridge Democrat had talent, 
n Gentile’s friend, Narrows 


Community Theater President 
Helen Huizinga, hedged. 

“Well, he was very excited, 
and the crowd loved him,” said 
Huizinga. “You have to be a 
good actor to be a politician, 
right?” 

The original play, presented 
by the Narrows Community 
Theater and written and direct- 
ed by Betty Kash, takes place in 
a fictitious pub in Ireland and 
features talented local actors 
and, of course, the five-minute 
cameo by the Councilman who 
played the role of an old Irish 
farmhand for three performanc- 

“When I finished my act, 
many people patted me on the 
back,” Gentile said. “But a lot 
more people told me not to quit 
my day job.” 

Have they forgotten about 
term limits? This could be the 
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David Walentas would like to build rental units behind the former Independence Bank on 
Court Street and Atlantic Avenue. The new building would be the same height. 


Walentas plan for 
bank site on track 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Cobble Hill apartment building project 
that was temporarily suspended last year is 
back in full swing. 

Developer David Walentas ’s plan for a 37- 
rental-unit building on the comer of Atlantic Av- 
enue and Court Street has been revamped and 
redesigned. 

Community Board 6 rejected the Walentas’s 
original plan for an 81 -foot building in 2005, 
and the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
refused to give the company permission to de- 
molish a smaller building on Atlantic Avenue, 
next to the property, in 2006. 

But it seems the kinks have been worked out. 

“The project is definitely back up again,” said 
project manager Sam Chamey, who didn’t want 
to go into detail before full design plans are re- 


vealed in two weeks. 

What is known is that Walentas’s Two Trees 
Management wants to build a six-story building 
on the current parking lot behind the Sovereign 
Bank building, with stores at street level. 

The LPC has approved the proposed build- 
ing’s facade, as it is required to do for any new 
structure going up in a historic district. 

The initial proposal called for tearing down a 
small annex to the 84-year-old Renaissance re- 
vival-style bank, converting the old bank build- 
ing to housing and connecting the two buildings 
with a glass bridge. But the LPC insisted on the 
preserving the annex. 

Two Trees is now looking for a major retailer 
to occupy the bank space. Construction is set to 
start late this summer, and the building is ex- 
pected to be done in 2009. 


Running man sitting on couch 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s “Running Man” 
still hasn’t gotten back on the 

Gary Jarvis, the New Jersey 
native who said that he was 
only taking a six-week break 
after hitting the midway point 
in his quest to run all 1 ,599 
miles of Brooklyn’s streets, still 
isn’t back a full week after he 
said he would be. 

This from the man who lam- 
basted The Brooklyn Paper for 
reporting that his lax stretching 
and leg pain had derailed his 
ambitious plan. 

“I’m starting to get anxious 
about the whole thing,” he ad- 
mitted this week on his blog, 
runsbrooklyn.com. 

Jarvis speculated that he may 
need more time than he thought 
to heal from the first leg (get 
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"Running Man" Gary Jarvis, who said he'd be back on the road by now, is still idle, recover- 
ing from the damage done by running half of Brooklyn's 1,599 miles of streets. 


it?) of his journey. 

“While the general physical 
state of my body seems to have 
improved,” he wrote, “[my] 
hamstrings are as bothersome 

He says he’s spent most of 
his down time working on his 
doctoral dissertation — a mas- 
sive undertaking that remains, 
like his all-Brooklyn jog, unfin- 

Jarvis thinks he’ll need a few 
more weeks to completely heal, 
and to keep an eye on a devel- 
oping back problem. 

“I’ll admit the six-week 
timeframe for resting up was 
completely arbitrary,” he wrote. 
“But if anything, it was conser- 

As we told Jarvis before, we 
can’t wait to toast him at the 
finish line — if he doesn’t bum 
out before then. 


Dodger great Clem Labine, dead at 80 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Clem Labine, Brooklyn Dodger pitch- 
er during the celebrated Boys of Summer 
era, died Friday at the age of 80. 

As reported in The Brooklyn Paper 
last week, Labine had been at Indian Riv- 
er Medical Center in Vero Beach, Fla. 

Brain surgery to explore a mass in his 
head led to a coma from which Labine 
never recovered. 


Labine was a major leaguer for 13 sea- 
sons, eight with Brooklyn and three more 
with Los Angeles. Although his numbers 
wouldn’t put him in the Hall of Fame, he 
lives on in the hearts of all Brooklyn 
baseball fans as a hero of Dem Bums’ 
1955 World Series-winning team. 

Former Dodger manager Tommy La- 
sorda, who played with Labine, said the 
hurler never received the recognition he 
truly deserved. 

“He was a great pitcher, but he was 


surrounded by too many [Dodger] stars,” 
Lasorda said. “He played the game the 
way it was supposed to be played.” 

In the Brooks’ celebrated — and only 
— win over the hated New York Yan- 
kees, Labine pitched in four games of the 
Series, with a win and a save. 

The next year — Brooklyn's last ap- 
pearance in the World Series — Labine 
threw a complete-game shutout against 
the Yanks, though the Bronx Bombers 
went on to win the Series. 


Two years later, the Dodgers were 
gone — and the 6-foot Labine went with 
them to Los Angeles. 

In his big league career, Labine was 
77-56 with a 3.63 ERA. His best season 
was that 1955 campaign, when he went 
13-5. 

Last week, his former teammate, Carl 
Erskine, told The Brooklyn Paper that 
“Brooklyn fans should know about 
Clem’s condition. They may want to pray 
for him.” Alas, Oisk was right. 


Teen slugs woman, takes phone, on Court 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


A teenage thug punched a 
woman and stole her cell- 
phone on Court Street around 
3:30 pm on March 1, police 

The 42-year-old woman had 
been involved in an argument 
with a gang of teenagers out- 
side the Global Studies High 
School, on Baltic Street near 
Court Street, moments earlier. 
After she left the school, sever- 
al students chased her down 
Court Street. 

At the comer of Fourth 
Place, one thief caught up to the 


victim and insisted, “Gimme 
the phone.” 

He punched her in the face, 
snatched the Motorola and ran 
off. 

Oh my guard! 

A thief pummeled a grocery 
store guard who tried to prevent 
him from stealing from the At- 
lantic Avenue store on March 2, 
police said. 

The robber tried to msh out of 
the store, near the comer of 
Third Avenue, around noon. 
When the security guard tired to 
prevent him from leaving, the 
thug punched him in the mouth 
and ran off with an unknown 
amount of goods. The guard was 
left with a bloody lip. 


Target security 

March 3 probably wasn’t just 
another night on the job for one 
Atlantic Avenue security guard. 

The 45-year-old observer 
was at his post, in a building 
near Third Avenue, when a 
stranger burst through the door 
shortly after 7:30 pm. The 
woman walked 15 feet into the 
lobby, tossed a glass bottle at 
the guard, and ran. 

The bottle smashed against 
the wall behind him and he was 
not injured. 

Office worker 

Someone took away more 
than the doctor’s orders from a 
Montague Street clinic on 
March 2. 

A woman’s purse also disap- 
peared from atop her desk at 
the third-floor offices, near 
Clinton Street, sometime be- 
tween 11 am and 1 pm, police 

The 43-year-old victim had 
left her bag in the morning and 
came back to discover that her 
wallet, along with several 
charge cards and her Social Se- 
curity card, was missing. 

Legal eagles 

Sometimes, there are no 
safety zones when it comes to 

A thief swiped a week-old 
laptop from the desk of a Court 
Street attorney after she left 
work on Feb. 27, police said. 


Between 5: 15 pm that evening 
and noon the following day, the 
new Dell disappeared from the 
second-floor office, near the 
comer of Montague Street. 

Transit tragedy 

A woman lost her wallet 
stuffed with cash to a thief who 
stalked her at the Dekalb Avenue 
station on Feb. 25, police said. 

The 31 -year-old straphanger 
was awaiting a Brooklyn-bound 
N train when she tucked her 
wallet into her jacket pocket, 
around 1 pm. 

Almost 15 minutes later, 
when the train still hadn’t 
come, she checked again, and 
the wallet was gone. Also miss- 
ing was several credit cards and 
$300. By the time she surfaced, 
several charges had been made 
on her cards. 

Bling gone 

Someone stole an undis- 
closed amount of jewelry from 
a Fulton Street store closed for 
the night of Feb. 25 , police said. 

The burglars got inside the 
shop, near Flatbush Avenue, be- 
tween 5 pm that day and 10 am 
the next morning. The 34-year- 
old worker who discovered the 
break-in provided police with no 
details about what was stolen or 
how the thieves got inside. 

Marital bitters 

A 37-year-old Wyckoff 
Street man is wanted by police 
after he stole a cellphone, keys 
and cash from his terrified wife 
during two separate attacks on 
Feb. 25. 

The suspect was angry and 
on a drug-seeking rampage by 
9:30 am that day, his 40-year- 
old wife told police. He ha- 
rassed her at their home, at 
Nevins Street, until she gave up 
an unknown amount of money. 

He returned at 11:20 pm and 
grabbed her cellphone and 
copies of a police report filed 
after the first attack. 


WHAT'S COOKING? 


At KIDS 

teaches 


KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 

they prepare wholesome and delicious 
rods from around the world. 

Afterschool classes 
Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 6-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 
vw.kidscookbrooklyn.com 




^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 


88th Precinct 


Sexy beast 

Clearly, the thief thinks pret- 
ty highly of himself. 

Dressed in all black, with a 
large shopping bag on one arm, 
he pushed his way passed the 
store clerk at an Atlantic Termi- 
nal Mall lingerie store on Feb. 
25 at 3:20 pm, announcing, 
“Get the f— out of my way. 
You can’t do anything,” police 

But the security camera was 
rolling the entire time, and the 
video captured the 6-foot- 1, 
215-pound black man as he col- 
lected 30 bottles of “Very Sexy 
for Him,” a house-brand 
cologne, and 200 pairs of un- 
derwear. The entire haul was 
worth nearly $2,000. 

Beer bash 

It wasn’t about the Ben- 
jamins. More likely, the Lin- 

Trouble started at a Classon 
Avenue deli when one patron 
insisted he was short changed 
after purchasing a beer on Feb. 
28, police said. 

A man stumbled into the 


store, near Putnam Avenue, just 
before 4 pm. 

He bought a malt beverage 
and left, but returned moments 
later, insisting, “You didn’t give 
me my change.” 

When the 22-year-old clerk 
stood his ground, the thirsty 
man began pulling candy from 
the shelves. 

He then withdrew a red box- 
cutter and slashed the clerk on 
the right hand. When a 19-year- 
old employee tried to intervene, 
the knifeman stabbed his right 
leg. 

Both workers refused med- 
ical attention. 

Attacked 

She was almost home safe. 

Instead, a robber met his vic- 
tim at the door of her Carlton 
Avenue home and threatened to 
shoot her if she didn’t turn over 
her purse on Feb. 28. 

“Give it to me and you won’t 
get shot,” the thief insisted, 
around 2 am. 

The brute punched the 28- 
year-old woman and threw her 
to the ground, then grabbed her 
bag and ran down Dekalb Av- 

The bag held a brown de- 


10% OFF ALL STORE MERCHANDISE WITH THIS AD 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


We Appreciate Your Business! 


/LMEI30©AN 

HOUSEWARIS 


85 Court Street In Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm. • (718) 243-0844 


signer wallet, valued at $200, 
her paycheck, several credit 
cards, her driver’s license and a 
checkbook. 

She described the thief as a 
white Hispanic man, 5-foot-9 
and 140 pounds, dressed in a 
dark ski jacket. 

Toilets to go 

Thieves swiped everything 

— including the kitchen sink 

— from a North Elliot Place 
construction site between Feb. 
23 and Feb. 26, police said. 

The 60-year-old owner said 
the job site was locked tight at 
10:30 am on Feb. 23. But when 
he returned three days later, he 
discovered the damage at the 
building, which is off Flushing 

The thieves had broken 
through the lock on the back 
door and damaged an inside 
door to steal a pair of screw 
guns, a power saw, three toilets, 
three sinks, a dozen 25-gallon 
buckets of paint, a jack ham- 
mer, two grinders and five tubs 
of roofing glue. 

All told, the goods were val- 
ued at over $4,500. 

Dell gone 

Some projects are just 
cursed. 

It’s not yet clear if that’s the 
case with a job site on Ashland 
Place near Fulton Street. But 
sometime between 1 :50 pm and 
2:10 pm on Feb. 26, someone 
swiped two Dell laptops and 
several computer cables from 
an office at the project, police 

A 41 -year-old employee saw 
four men running from the of- 
fice and discovered a chain on 
the door had been cut. 

Moving pictures 

Burglars grabbed a digital 
camera from a Lafayette Av- 
enue parking garage office last 
week, police said. 

Sometime between 4 pm on 
Feb. 23 and 9:30 am on Feb. 
27, the thieves pried open a side 
door at the trailer inside the lot, 
at Ashland Place, and swiped 
the Canon Sure Shot. 


76th Precinct 


Thief escaped 

A sticky-fingered clothes 
hound made off with more than 
$2,400 in designer duds when 
he found a suitcase sitting on a 
Red Hook stoop, police said. 

The 45-year-old victim was 
on her way out of town on 
March 4. Around 2:20 pm, she 
left her suitcase on the stoop of 
her Van Dyke Street home and 
ducked back inside for another 
bag. When she emerged again 
from the house, near Richards 
Street, the bag was gone. 

But a neighbor saw a stranger 
hauling the high-end fashions — 
including a pair of $800 boots, a 
$1 ,500 suit, several blouses and 
a slip — out of the suitcase and 
stuffing them into a shopping 
cart. The victim declined to 
press charges, police said. 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 



211 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 



LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 22nd day of February, 



Gorodetskiy. My present address is 7000 Bay Parkway, Brooklyn, New York 11204. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, New York. My date of birth is February 3, 1 997 — 2. Assume the name of Sabrina Leora Gorodetsky. 
My present name is Sabrina Leora Gorodetskiy. My present address is 7000 Bay Parkway, Brooklyn, New York 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


\/ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Integrated Program 

\/ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

tZ Safe and Nurtuing environment 
\/ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, chUdstudyctr@aol.com 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 
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The Choice is Yours 



Prospect Park Residence provides the finest in senior living in a homelike setting. 
From our rooftop garden and spacious apartments to our friendly staff, we’re 
committed to providing a warm and caring environment. 


Located at Grand Army Plaza in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn, Prospect 
Park Residence offers a lull spectrum of activities and diverse programs, including 
scheduled transportation to medical appointments, shopping trips and the theater. 

Three kosher meals are offered daily, housekeeping and a dedicated staff are on- 
hand 24 hours a day to provide medical assistance and other healthcare services. 


Please call or visit us today and see why Prospect Park Residence is the finest in senior living. 


Desiree McNally & Vicky Gonzalez 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215-1613 
718.622.8400 





Terrace PO’d by postal hours 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two workers at the Windsor Terrace 
post office have enraged the neighbor- 
hood with a simple demand that they 
be given a lunch break. 

The other day, The Stoop’s switch- 
board lit up with complaints after a sign 
was posted explaining that the Prospect 


Park West postal substation would be 
closed every day from 12:30 to 2 pm. 

“I mean, they have a job to do!” 
screamed one of our callers. “And this is 
what they do? It’s just another thing 
that’s so wrong. And we have no control 

Postal officials approved the lunch 
break and have responded by sending 
over a “Mobile Post Office” track — 


though residents say it’s not always there. 

The two postal workers refused to give 
their names for this article, but said they 
need a midday break because the crowds 
have become unmanageable ever since a 
third worker broker her foot in November. 

“It was just the two of us through 
Christmas, and it was terrible,” said one 
worker. “The line was through the door. 
We complain every day to [managers at 


the main post office on] Ninth Street, but 
they don’t listen.” 

After being contacted by The Stoop, a 
staffer for Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Park 
Slope) said the congresswoman would 
send a complaint to the Postmaster Gen- 

But she said she’d send it from a dif- 
ferent post office than the one on Pros- 
pect Park West. 


7 for f 07 in Slope 



The Brooklyn Paper 

All it took were a few ba- 
gels, some strong coffee, and 
plenty of civic pride for mem- 
bers of the Park Slope Civic 
Council to come up with the 
group’s priorities for the year. 

Here is the list of initiatives 
that came out of Saturday’s 
brainstorming session/ branch 
at the YMCA on Ninth Street: 

• The biggest news: Stop 
the transformation of Sixth 
and Seventh avenues to one- 
way traffic, as proposed by the 
Department of Transportation. 

• Identify locations for more 
bike racks. 

• Host the first Annual 
“Stoop Night” on June 21 (to 
celebrate the summer solstice). 

• Form a study group to in- 
vestigate tax breaks and grants 
to encourage more “green” ac- 
tion in Park Slope. 

• Clean up commercial ar- 

• Sponsor a “Buy Local” 


campaign. 

• Install new newspaper ki- 
osks to eliminate clutter on 
area street comers (full disclo- 
sure: The Brooklyn Paper 
does not currently have news- 
boxes on the street, so don’t 


blame us). 

If any of the initiatives inter- 
est you, volunteer by calling 
the Park Slope Civic Council at 
(718) 832-8227 or by emailing 
mail@parkslopeciviccouncil.org. 

— Lalli 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Trio loads up 
on Treos in 
midday heist 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three men barged into a T-Mobile store on Fifth Avenue on 
March 2 and took 20 phones in a brazen 2 pm heist, cops said. 

The three men entered the store, saw what they wanted, snatched 
it up and left. A customer who saw the whole thing didn’t stay until 
cops got there, however, and police are waiting to review the store’s 
security tape. 

They would have seen it already, but the manager at the store, 
which is at 10th Street, said that “corporate” needed to approve the 
official viewing of the tape, according to the police report. 

The total value of the heist was put at $1,000 to $1 ,500. 

Dissonance at jazz bar 


MISSION STATEMENT: 

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF YOUR DAY, EVERYDAY. 

•"PRIVATE PILATES TRAINING on STOTT Reformer" 
•ATTENTION PARENTS: Original Tae Kwon-do for children 
ages 5 and up. 
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A jazz-loving bar-crawler had her wallet stolen early in the morn- 
ing on March 4 — and the thief rang up $700 in charges before the 
woman could cancel her credit cards. 

The 29-year-old woman had been hanging out at a popular Ninth 
Street jazz club, which is near Sixth Avenue, when she noticed that 
her wallet, containing $25 and the credit cards, was missing. 

Hot for teacher’s bag 

A wallet belonging to a teacher at one of the high schools inside 
the John Jay HS building on Seventh Avenue was stolen from her 
bag at around recess time on Feb. 27. 

The 30-year-old staffer told cops that she had left her handbag in 
her unattended classroom and when she returned, the wallet was gone. 

It contained a plethora of credit and gift cards — including one 
for Victoria’s Secret — but no cash. All the cards were cancelled, 
and police have no leads. 

Dental low-giene 

A dental hygienist lost her laptop and some credit cards when she 
left her bag near the front door of her medical office when she 
opened it on Feb. 27. 

The 69-year-old hygienist had opened the Ninth Street clinic for 
business at around 10 am. About an hour later, the mailman came in 
and said that someone had left a purse in the outer hallway of the 
building, which is between Fifth and Sixth avenues. 

Turns out, the bag was the hygienist’s — and the laptop was gone. 

Mazdon’t 

At least two Park Slopers had their cars stolen overnight on Feb. 
26, police records show. 

In one case, a 14th Street man told cops that he’d parked his 2000 
Mazda, valued at $10,000, on 15th Street, between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues, on Sunday night, Feb. 25. But when he returned the next 
morning, the car was gone. 

An 1 1th Street man complained of the same thing at roughly the 
same time. He’d parked his 1992 Honda Accord, which has a $2,000 
value, on his block, which is between Third and Fourth avenues. 

The bad news 

A popular Grand Army Plaza newsstand was broken into and 
robbed of $2,000 overnight on Feb. 26. 

The owner of the stand said he locked up at 6 pm. But when he 
returned, bright and early, the next morning, he noticed that the lock 
had been clipped and $2,000 was gone. 

A man robs a maid 

An Eighth Street maid service was broken into and robbed of 
$900 in an overnight burglary. 

The company told cops that the office was secure when workers 
left on Feb. 25, but when they returned the next morning, the money 
was missing. 

The owner of the business, between Second and Third avenues, 
told cops the perp got in thanks to a card key that apparently works 
throughout the building. The money had been in a filing cabinet. 

5K bill was theft hint 

A 13th Street woman returned home from a Kings Plaza depart- 
ment store with $110 in purchases on Dec. 2 — but a month later, 
she got a bill for $5,038.65. 

The 50-year-old woman knew something was wrong when she 
got the bill. She reported the theft to cops on March 2. 


PS.../ LOVE... 

Continued from page 3 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

It was all quiet on Sixth Street last week, even after the New York 
Post reported that New England Patriots coach Bill Belichick — 
who so famously bailed on becoming Jets head coach in 2000 — 
had bought a $2.2-million townhouse for his alleged mistress, Sharon 
Shenocca. At least someone could start a J-E-T-S Jets! Jets! Jets! 
chant outside the front door, just to razz Belichick a bit. ... The 
Prospect Park Residence will rename one of its lounges “The 
Centenarian Room'' in honor of residents who have reached the 
100-year mark. The senior center currently has two residents over 
100. .. . What do you get when you volunteer to clean and maintain 
the Borough’s biggest park? Breakfast (and a nicer, cleaner park)! 
Last Saturday, the 6,000 unpaid workers were invited to the annual 
Volunteers Recognition award ceremony. Howard Dube and 
Mike Colon, who each put in 200 hours of service in one year, 
were the recipients of the Mary Cregg Award. The Administra- 
tor’s Awards, for those who work 500 hours in one year, were given 
to Chris Belden. Danielle Brissett. Bart Chezar, Howard 
Dube, Tim McKinney, Mark Ravitz, and Jo Beth Ravitz. . . . 
Brooklyn-based poet and not-for-profit do-gooder Laura Silver has 
left her compost garden and the comforts of her home borough to 
spend the spring in Senegal. Silver — a Brooklyn Paper contributor 
who will always be known as “The Knish Lady'' for her love of 
the potato-filled delicacy — will be lending her unpaid skills to the 
Senegalese Association for Research, Education and Support for 
Development, which helps women learn to farm so that they do not 
have to leave their families to work in the city. ... PS 1 07 on 
Eighth Avenue is gearing up for another great year in its “Readings 
from the Fourth Floor” series. This year, the big names include Mo 
Willems. John Hodgman. Sarah Vowell, Jonathan Lethem, 
David Rakoff and Jon Scieska. The first reading, on March 28, 
will center on Iraq and feature New Yorker staff writer George 
Packer and Leslie Gelb from the Council on Foreign Relations. 
Don’t worry, the readings take place after your tot is asleep. Go to 
www.psl07.org for tickets. ... The Church of the Virgin Mary 
is hosting a concert and reception on March 24 to benefit the 
Lebanese people. The ticket price is a bit steep at $55, but all money 
collected will go to the Caritas charity. And let’s face it, listening to 
some music and eating food isn’t a bad way to help a whole bunch 
of people. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 

Nica Lalli, a member of Community Board 6, is also the au- 
thor of the forthcoming memoir, “Nothing: Something to Believe 
In" (Prometheus Books), which will be out next week. 
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Fifty-eyed thief strikes Bay Ridge 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A man returned to his Fifth 
Avenue storefront to find his 
front window smashed and 25 
pairs of expensive eyeglasses 
missing on March 3. 

The victim says he left his 
80th Street store at 11 pm on 


March 2, only to return early 
the next morning to discover 
the broken glass and door. The 
thief had taken 25 pairs of as- 
sorted eyeglasses with a value 
of $5,000. 

A canvas on foot turned up 
no results, but police are re- 
viewing camera footage from a 
bank directly across the street. 

Bar brawl 

A 33-year-old man had his 
arm slashed in a bar brawl on 


Fourth Avenue and 90th Street. 

The victim had trouble identi- 
fying whether it was a piece of 
glass or a knife that cut into his 
arm on March 3 . He didn’t even 
know the gender of the perp. 

Beauty & beast 

A beauty shop was robbed of 


a computer monitor and $30 on 
March 2. 

The owner showed up at the 
salon, which is at 1 1th Avenue 
and 68th Street, at 8 am and he 
discovered that the lock on a 
gate leading to the basement 
had been removed — as well as 
$30 and a Akai 27-inch LCD 
computer monitor valued at 
$275. 

Police canvassed the area but 
the perp remains on the loose. 

DWI arrest 


BOOK SIGNING 


GROWING UP GOTTI Stars 
Victoria Gotti & Hottie Son 
Frank Gotti Agnello 

Saturday, March 17th at 3:00 p.m. 

Hot Italian Dish 

Share the Gotti family secrets behind 
delicious homemade Italian meals. 


The Gotti Diet 

Learn life-changing diet and fitness _ „ 

advice from a teenager who's been there. 


CAN’T MAKE THE DATE? 
ORDER A PERSONALIZED COPY! 


Present this Ad for 20% Off All Book Purchases 

Visit Us Online for More Upcoming Store Events. Expires 3.31.07 
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A 24-year-old man was ar- 
rested for driving while intoxi- 
cated on March 2. 

A police officer saw the al- 
leged drunkard drive right 
through a red light on Fourth 
Avenue and Shore Parkway, so 
he pulled him over. That’s 
when the cop said he saw 
blood-shot eyes and smelled the 
tell-tale stench of alcohol. 

A subsequent blood-alcohol 
reading was .102 — well above 
the legal limit, so the man was 
arrested and his 2005 Toyota 
was impounded. 


62nd Precinct 


Bathroom break 

A Kings Highway deli was 
robbed on March 4, after its 
owner left the counter for a 
bathroom break. 

The owner left at around 
9:30 am, leaving one customer 
in the store, which is near West 
Sixth Street. After doing his 
business, he came back and no- 
ticed the customer and $5,860 
was missing, police said. 

The owner did not get a 
good look at the man he thinks 
was the thief. 

Stalker swipe 

A woman shopping in an 
86th store had her wallet 
snatched on March 3 by a mid- 
dle-aged stalker, she told cops. 

The victim was in the store, 
near 20th Avenue, at around 2 
pm when she realized her wal- 
let had been stolen, police said. 
She said she remembers a 
woman had been following her 
inside the store. 

The thief stole more than 
$150, plus credit and debit 
cards. 

The victim was unable to 
identify the pickpocket. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 


WHERE CRIMES TOOK PLACE 



Workout rob 

People are still losing more 
than just weight at a Shore 
Parkway gym — where another 
member had his wallet stolen 
on March 2. 

The victim returned after his 
workout at 5 pm to find his 
property missing from the lock- 
er room, police said. By the 
time the victim cancelled his 
credit cards, there were already 
two charges totaling $1,085. 
The thief also stole $45 that 
was in the wallet. 

Two-timed 

Cops nabbed a member of a 
duo that mugged and beat a man 
at gunpoint on March 4. 

The man was walking on 
85th Street, near 20th Avenue, 
at around 8 pm when two mug- 
gers pushed him against a car, 
pulled out a gun and demanded 
money. Next, the attackers 
pushed him to the ground and 
proceeded to kick him. 

Cops caught one of the alleged 
assailants and the victim made a 
positive ID. But the second mug- 
ger has not been caught. 

TVio nabbed 

Three perps were arrested af- 
ter they robbed a man walking 
on 19th Avenue on Feb. 27. 

The three teenagers ap- 
proached the victim at around 
midnight near 85th Street. The 
first demanded, “Give me your 
money. I have a knife. Don’t 


look at my face.” 

In the ensuing scuffle, a sec- 
ond thug snatched the man’s 
wallet and stole more than 
$140, police said. The third 
perp acted as lookout. 

Three men were arrested on 
86th Street, near 18th Avenue, 
and charged with the crime lat- 
er that day. 

Daytime break-in 

A woman returned from work 
on March 3 to find her f9th Av- 
enue apartment ransacked and 
her property missing. 

She told cops that she’d left 
for work at 8:40 am, and re- 
turned eight hours later to her 
home, which is near Bath Av- 


enue. Inside, more than $8,000 
was missing, including elec- 
tronics and jewelry, police said. 

Unfortunately, none of her 
neighbors saw the crime. 

Smoke paradise 

More than 30 cartons of cig- 
arettes — and plenty of cash — 
were swiped from a 20th Av- 
enue supermarket on Feb. 28. 

The supermarket, which is 
near 61st Street, was broken 
into at 1 am, according to 
neighbor who heard the front 
gates go up. The thugs took 
more than $2,000 in cash and 
smokes, police said. 

The neighbor wasn’t able to 
get a good look at the crooks. 


Nabe watch 

Who said nosey neighbors 
are a bad thing? This time, 
some Peeping Toms helped nab 
a thug who broke into an Av- 
enue O garage on Feb 27. 

The neighbor heard some 
ruckus coming from the garage 
at around 4 am, so he went 
around to the house, which is 
near West Sixth Street, and 
caught the perp in the act. 

The thug had taken jewelry, 
wrenches, sockets and a flash- 
light from the home, police 
said, but was later caught. 

He was positively identified, 
thanks to the quick-thinking 
budinsky. 


Wreck finally taken away 

Parked for free D'town for three weeks 



By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The notorious red car 
that was wasting away by 
the entrance to the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway 
on Hicks Street was finally 
picked up last Thursday. 

A mystery towing com- 
pany, contracted by Depart- 
ment of Sanitation, towed 
the maroon Ford Escort on 
March 1 — almost three 
weeks after it was junked 
and 12 days after The 
Brooklyn Paper called 311 
and was promised the wreck 
would be gone within 72 

The Sanitation Depart- 
ment tagged the car for 
pickup on Feb. 23 — the 
day the car was officially 
assigned over to a private 
contractor, said Matthew Li- 
pani, an agency spokesman. 

But Lipani would not 
give us the name of that out- 
side company, so we could- 
n’t ask why it took five days 
for the car to be removed. 

And Sanitation could 

“Once it is tagged, it be- 
comes the property of the 
private vendor,” Lipani said. 
“They do what they want 

Whenever they want to 
get around to it, apparently. 


B’Hurst 
wants to 
get Gore-d 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

An activist battling the city’s 
plans to build a waste transfer 
station on Gravesend Bay is so 
desperate for help that she’s 
reached out to the greenest 
celebrity of them all: A1 Gore. 

Nancy Petersen, a member of 
Assemblyman Bill Colton’s Anti- 
Waste-Transfer Station Task 
Force, wrote to the former future 
president of the United States, 
pleading for his assistance. 

She began by buttering up the 
newly minted Academy Award 
winner: “I must tell you that I 
read your book, ‘An Inconve- 
nient Troth, ’ and it was great!” 
Then she launched into the 
nitty-gritty. 

“We have an environmental 
emergency right here in Brook- 
lyn. ... We worry about what 
this new station [will] bring . . . 
when they do the required dredg- 
ing and bring up the toxins left 
on the very bottom of the sea 
floor [from the trash incinerator 
that used to be located on the 
site],” wrote Petersen. 

“I know that you are an avid 
environmentalist, having been 
nominated for a Nobel prize. 
Now, the people of Brooklyn 
need your help.” 

A spokesman for Colton praised 
Petersen’s unusual missive, but 
Gore’s aide said the former 
Veep’s office had yet to review 
the letter, thanks to a recent 
crush of mail. 

“We received thousands of let- 
ters in February because of the Os- 
cars and the announcement of the 
Live Earth concerts,” said Kalee 
Kreider. “It takes us several weeks 
to process them. Unfortunately, I 
am unable to confirm for you right 
now if it has been received or to 


The Choice is Yours 



Prospect Park Residence provides the finest in senior living in a homelike setting. 
From our rooftop garden and spacious apartments to our friendly staff, were 
committed to providing a warm and caring environment. 


Located at Grand Army Plaza in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn, Prospect 
Park Residence offers a frill spectrum of activities and diverse programs, including 
scheduled transportation to medical appointments, shopping trips and the theater. 

Three kosher meals are offered daily, housekeeping and a dedicated staff are on- 
hand 24 hours a day to provide medical assistance and other healthcare services. 

Please call or visit us today and see why Prospect Park Residence is the finest in senior living. 








March 10, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


AWP 5 


OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Yards built on lies 


A lmost every week brings more 

evidence that Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards mega-project is built on a founda- 
tion of deception. 

This week’s example comes in the form of 
Judge Ira Harvavy’s ruling that Ratner acted im- 
properly when he made a back-room deal with 
another developer to get control of a privately 
owned building that stands in the way of his $4- 
billion mini-city. 

The building is owned by Henry Weinstein. 
One of his tenants, developer Shaya Boymel- 
green, illegally sold his lease to Ratner, who 
then told state authorities that he “controlled” 
the building. 

But that “control” was just a mirage — a shell 
game designed to fool our lax state authorities into 
believing that they would not have to condemn so 
much property in the Atlantic Yards footprint. 


The state’s use of eminent domain to clear 
privately owned land and turn it over to Ratner 
is one of the most controversial elements of the 
project — and, in fact, is still being argued in 
the federal court. 

It’s unclear how Harkavy’s ruling will affect 
Ratner’s project, given that it unmasks Ratner’s 
deception after state authorities have signed off 
on the condemnation of Weinstein’s building. 

But what is clear is that some of Ratner’s sup- 
porters would certainly have thought twice about 
backing a developer whose land acquistion plan 
was partly built on an illegal lease purchase ap- 
parently meant to deceive state authorities. 

Atlantic Yards-watchers should also be interest- 
ed in another piece of news this week. Down in 
Florida, two executives from Bruce Ratner’s par- 
ent company, Forest City Enterprises, admitted 
that Atlantic Yards won’t be completed until at 


least 2022 — six years after Ratner has promised. 

Much of whatever support Ratner has in 
Brooklyn for his mega-development comes from 
the 2,250 units of below-market-rate housing in- 
cluded in the project. 

Would supporters have gotten behind Ratner 
if they had been told — up front, when it mat- 
tered — that those units would not be ready until 
2022? 

If then, of course. Forest City Enterprises Vice 
President Bob O’Brien admitted, “We are terrible” 
at projecting dates for completion of projects. 

After all, Ratner’s Metrotech was supposed to 
take five years. It took 14. And it was filled with 
promises, too — promises of a lively Downtown 
neighborhood filled with entrepreneurs (not gov- 
ernment and government-related office workers). 

Those promises, like most everything with 
Brace Ratner, turned out to be a mirage. 





LETTERS 


Slope goes nuts over ‘insane’ one-way plan 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

I wrote this letter to my councilman, Bill 
DeBlasio, after reading your outstanding cov- 
erage of the Department of Transportation’s 
plan to convert Sixth and Seventh avenues into 
one-way streets (“One-way 7th,” March 3). 
Dear Mr. DeBlasio: 

I am very concerned by DOT'S decision to 
make Seventh and Sixth avenues one-way 
streets. This insane plan will do nothing to 
ameliorate the already dangerous driving 
that occurs in the neighborhood — and in 
fact will only exacerbate it. 

The only reason that I can think of that 
the DOT would want to do such a thing 
would be to make the route to Atlantic 
Yards a faster one for all those hurrying to a 
game. Eighth Avenue and Prospect Park 
West are speedways; we don't need two 
more speedways in the neighborhood. 

This is a NEIGHBORHOOD full of fami- 
lies, many with small children, and this com- 
plete lack of consideration of the need to 
make our streets SAFER — not faster — is 
not only imprudent, it is insulting. 

Why don't we, the residents, have a SAY 
in this decision? And what are you doing to 
stop this decision? Or do you support it? 

Susannah Taylor, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

I must say I was suprised by your editorial of 
March 3 (“City left with Yards mess”), which 
seemed to give the city Department of Trans- 
portation a pass on its responsibility to plan for 
traffic with or without the Atlantic Yards. 

DOT paid for a parking study which indi- 


cated that residential parking permits might be 
a good thing for Downtown Brooklyn — but 
it reneged on a promise to allow a pilot pro- 
gram to see if it would be successful. 

The DOT paid for a traffic-calming study 
also for Downtown Brooklyn that was com- 
pleted three years ago — yet has refused to 
implement the study. One of the comers that 
was included for traffic calming was the cor- 
ner of Third Avenue, where a person was 
killed last month. 

DOT refuses to do anything that will make 
traffic safer and help the Downtown commu- 
nity. The city approved and “greased” (for 
want of a better word) the Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor Dan Docto- 
roff and Borough President Markowitz were 
active supporters of the project and got ab- 
solutely nothing in return for the affected peo- 
ple. No residential parking, no additional 
moneys, no new subways (as was done both 
for lower Manhattan and the West Side, 
where the city — not the MTA — is paying 
for the extension of the No. 7 subway). 

It’s not the DOT that is left holding the bag 
— it’s the residents of Downtown Brooklyn. 

Name withheld, Boerum Hill 

The F does stink 

To the editor, 

Thank you for giving some exposure to the 
problems of the F train (“What the F!” Feb. 
24). I date the beginning of these problems to 
the introduction of the V train. Ever since the V 


came into existence, I have wondered whether 
Brooklyn was ever represented at the table that 
gave this service to Queens. 

Elementary math tells you that two won’t 
go into one. For Brooklynites standing on 
Manhattan subway platforms, watching use- 
less, empty V trains heading for Second Av- 
enue is a constant source of frustration. 

It would be interesting if your newspaper 
could publish statistics on the number of F 
trains that ran per hour prior to the introduc- 
tion of the V. The V train must contribute in 
some measure to the “below-average regulari- 
ty” that you cite. 

Last year, I discussed the burgeoning pop- 
ulation in Brooklyn, and the poor F train serv- 
ice, with one of our elected officials and he in- 
dicated that there was a possibility that the V 
might be extended into Brooklyn. 

For the MTA spokeswoman to simply 
negate the possibility of either extending V 
service or utilizing the existing express tracks 
is to ignore the urgent need of a Brooklyn 
population that is nearing its historical peak. 

Furthermore, even without the increase in 
population, there has been an increase in rid- 
ership, thanks to the Metrocard. 

I urge the elected officials of Brooklyn, and 
Brooklyn’s most fervent booster — Borough 
President Markowitz — to make this a priority 
issue with the MTA now. It just doesn’t make 
sense to have an express track sitting idle. 

And while they are at it, why not extend 
express service all the way to Coney Island? 
This would help other New York City resi- 


dents get to our under-appreciated beaches, 
while providing much-needed service to peo- 
ple living in that part of the borough. 

Jasmine Melzer, Park Slope 

Is it censorship? 

Editor's note: We received this letter from the Na- 
tional Coalition Against Censorship, a Manhattan- 
based group. 

To the editor. 

The Brooklyn Public Library embroiled it- 
self in a censorship controversy by excluding 
several pieces from a show documenting the 
Atlantic Yards neighborhood (“Photos the 
BPL doesn’t want you to see,” Feb. 17). 

The exhibition, “Footprints: Portrait of a 
Brooklyn Neighborhood,” first appeared at 
Grand Center, a community space in Prospect 
Heights. When the Library offered to host the 
show, it did stipulate that some of the works, 
which could be perceived as advocacy against 
the pending development of the area, should 
be excluded. 

Even though the library offered other ratio- 
nales — size and artistic merit — the political 
position advanced by some of the work was 
clearly the reason for the exclusion. 

Is this censorship? 

Yes. 

Censorship is the suppression of speech by 
public officials because of the point of view ex- 
pressed by said speech. The library personnel at 
BPL are public officials and the work was reject- 
ed because of its critical point of view, so their 


action may be defined as censorship. 

The BPL said that because it “serves the 
entire community,” the library should not “of- 
fer platforms for one-sided advocacy on con- 
troversial political issues.” 

But we doubt the library would reject a book 
because it laid out an argument on a matter of 
social importance, no matter how one-sided the 
argument was. Why reject an artwork? 

As a result of BPL’s decision, viewers 
were deprived of information about the de- 
bate around the redevelopment. Is that the 
best way to serve a community? 

Exhibiting work advocating a particular 
point of view does not mean that the library is 
endorsing that point of view any more than 
buying a book for the collection means en- 
dorsing its argument. 

If the library is concerned about misper- 
ception, there are other ways to avoid appear- 
ing one-sided while protecting free debate: it 
could put a note explaining that the exhibition 
does not represent the position of the library 
and it could organize public programming or 
add work that represents other sides of the de- 

Removing work from a show because it 
takes a position not only goes against First 
Amendment principles, but also betrays the 
library’s mission to represent a diversity of 
viewpoints. 

It is a regrettable error of judgment on the 
part of an mstrtutron that has tradrtronally 
been one of the most principled defenders of 
the free circulation of ideas. 
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We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 


DENTISTRY 


— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
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24 Hr Phone Service 
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DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious , 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
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EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
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DENTISTRY 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
www.jackirwindds.com 
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Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
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Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings 8i Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
“C® and insurance plans accommodated 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
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Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 
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ST (718) 622-8020 
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Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 
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Start the 
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| — Brooklyn Heights Family Practice — | 

1 85 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 
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Lillian Engelson LCSW, Psychotherapist 
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Individuals, Couples 8c Groups ■ Extensive experience 
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Beautiful Smile 
gives key to life 


S MARTMOM WOULD 
not be Smartmom without 
her Beautiful Smile. And 
she doesn’t mean that orifice be- 
tween her nose and her chin. 

She’s talking about Rose 
Duggins, ak.a. Beautiful Smile, 
her babysitter and so much 
more, who for more than 15 
years has subwayed from her 
apartment in Coney Island to 
Park Slope to take care of Teen 
Spirit and the Oh So Feisty One. 

But more importantly, she takes 
care of Smartmom. She’s the un- 
conditional mother everyone 
needs, the nurturing grandmother 
who soothes you when you’re 
feeling down. The spirit of love 
and kindness that infuses the apart- 
ment like a Buddhist air freshener. 

And it doesn’t hurt that she 
helps with the housework and 
the cooking. She’s the domestic 
goddess that Smartmom appreci- 
ates more than words or a week- 
ly salary (plus vacation pay, sick 
days, and bonuses) can say. 

And, did she mention, her 
smile lights up whatever room 

In fact, when Beautiful Smile 
arrives at the apartment on Third 
Street (she always rings the door 
bell even though she doesn’t 
need to), Smartmom breathes a 
sigh of relief and says to herself, 
“All is right with the world.” 
Bom in South Carolina, 
Beautiful Smile was the third of 
seven children. Her father was a 
butcher and her mother was a 
housewife and doting mother. 

When Beautiful Smile was 
15, she moved to East New York 
to live with her aunt and uncle. 
She married young and worked 
as a cutter in a clothing factory. 

She and her husband settled in 
Coney Island and had five chil- 
dren, who are now ages 30 to 40. 
She stayed home to take care of 
them, but in 1972, after he hus- 
band was murdered, she started 
working as a caregiver in Park 
Slope. 

One of her first jobs was tak- 
ing care of the children of PS 
321 ’s esteemed principal, Eliza- 
beth Phillips, who was a teacher 

Since then, Beautiful Smile 
has worked for numerous Park 
Slope families. She traveled the 
world with one of them. Staying 
in the best hotels “with choco- 
lates on the pillows,” she re- 
members, Beautiful Smile has 
traveled to Paris, Rome, and 
even Pittsburgh. 

But she always loved the Slope. 
“The area has changed, but I 
always felt very safe here. The 
people in the area have always 
been friendly and nice. Even the 
ones I don’t know.” 

In 1991, when Smartmom, 


SMART 

mom 

By Louise Crawford 

Hepcat and Teen Spirit first moved 
to Park Slope from the East Vil- 
lage by way of the Upper West 
Side, they met Beautiful Smile at 
the brownstone of the family she 
was working for at the time. Their 
children were growing up and they 
were trying to find a new family 
for Beautiful Smile. 

“Smartmom brought Teen 
Spirit over when he was 3 months 



Beautiful Smile 


old. I got a chance to hold him 
and seems like we got attached 
right away,” Beautiful Smile re- 
membered. “I’ve been loving him 
for going on 16 years.” 

BS never complained climb- 
ing up the stairs to their fourth- 
floor walk-up on Fifth Street. 
When the family moved to Third 
Street, Beautiful Smile had the 
kitchen set up even before the 
movers were done. 

W HEN SMARTMOM 
told Beautiful Smile 
that she was pregnant 
in 1996, “I was surprised and 
happy to have a little girl come 
into the family,” BS says. She 
met OSFO when she was just a 
couple of days old and they’ve 
been very close ever since. 

Smartmom wonders if BS real- 
izes how important she is not just 
to Teen Spirit and OSFO, but also 
to the adults in the family. 

“I work hard so that Smart- 
mom can go out to work,” she 
said. “Wherever she wants to go, 
she knows the children are being 
well taken care of. She has noth- 
ing to worry about at all.” 

After 15 years together, 
Smartmom and Beautiful Smile 
are close friends. “I can say any- 
thing to Smartmom,” she said. 
“This is my second family. I feel 
like I’m going visiting instead of 
going to work.” 


It hasn’t always 
been easy for Smart- 

afford the services of a 
top-notch caregiver 
and housekeeper, but 
they are committed to 
employing Beautiful 
Smile for as long as they can. 

“Whatever happens, we al- 
ways work it out,” Beautiful 
Smile said. 

She ought to know. For 15 
years, Beautiful Smile has en- 
dured physical pain, anxiety and 
heartache, thanks to her high 
blood pressure and arthritis. Not 
only was her husband killed, but 
her youngest son died. 

H er children and 

her nine grandchildren 
have been through a Cy- 
clone ride of circumstances, as 
well. In the face of all this, she 
stayed strong. 

Smartmom wanted to know 
the secret. 

“I’ve been hard working all 
my life — loving and taking care 
of my children and the children I 
work with. I try, if things get re- 
ally hard, to think that the next 
day will be better. It won’t be 
bad. Always, I thank God, too. 
That helps me get through the 
bad times and the good.” 

Being around children, she 
says, also helps to keep the sad 
feelings at bay. And kids just love 
being around Beautiful Smile. 

“The most important thing is to 
be there for them and hope for the 
best,” she said. “Be loving and lis- 
ten to what they have to say. 

“Children go through so 
much stuff. On the streets, at 
school, at home. You have to be 
strong and be there with them. 
Good or bad. They have to be 
able to come to you and let you 
know what’s going on.” 

So listening is the thing. Smart- 
mom should try that sometime. 

Like Smartmom and most of 
her friends. Beautiful Smile has 
unfulfilled dreams: “The only 
thing I regret is not finishing 
school in South Carolina. I wish 
I was able to do more for the 
children. And I always wanted to 
be a nurse or an interior design- 
er. I have a feeling for the way 
things should look.” 

Smartmom knows all about 
Beautiful Smile’s artistic eye and 
penchant for moving things 
around. Whenever they go on 
vacation. Beautiful Smile re- 
arranges the furniture. It can be a 
bit of a shock when they get 
back. But usually Smartmom is 
impressed with what she’s done. 

But how does she do it? Teen 
Spirit asks, “Like, does she have 
a crew come in to help?” 

Nobody knows. Beautiful 
Smile is kind of magic that way. 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment D Spacious Classrooms 


U 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


917.549.1272 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


Photography 


N| 


— Read our 
Cyclones 
coverage 
P everyday: 
BrooklynPaper.con 



6 awp The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com March 10, 2007 



Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for 
campers age 372 to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn 

• Established 1992 


Spring 

Mini-Camp 

April 2 - 6, 9 - 10 
7 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, March 25 



PhysicAlly ActIve, 
Nature OrIentecI . 
OuTdoQR. TRAVElilMq 
PAy Camp 

1 SMHi 1 Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 


• Early drop-off 


(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 11 


ParIl Slope • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 


Huhhr GLfd^ar Pan in 
Pi'k friipi Br+*M r >r 

Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 


Arm. 4t4 
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SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp. 
teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring 
or small group instruction. 
Math group meets Sat. 12:45 to 
3:15 in Park slope (2 open seats). 
edantoine.com (718) 501-5111. 


JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 


July 2nd - Aug. 13th 


The Hannah Senesh School 

341 Smith Street and First Place 


,© 




Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

SWIMMING, SOCCER & TENNIS 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

Dates: 4 Two-Week Sessions. Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $425 per session. 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 • michoelgoldin@yahoo.c 
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CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Helen Selsdon, anti-war mom 

There's an element of American Kabuki in most protest 
marches: every six months or so, the "antis" march on 
Washington. But in reality, the protests are more about 
raising awareness of the anti-whatever group than the 
cause that we're all supposed to be anti. Enter Helen 
Selsdon. She's not a leader of an anti-anything group. 

She's just a Cobble Hill mom who had a simple idea — 

Stop the war — and is now trying to spread the word by 
organizing a protest march from her neighborhood to 
Park Slope. She isn't quite sure if anyone will show up to 
her March 25 rally at 1:30 in Carroll Park (email brooklyn- 
mum@gmail for information), but Selsdon checked in this 
week with Gersh Kuntzman anyway. 



Q: So you're just a mom who's out- 
raged? 

A: It’s true, I’m a total nobody. Really. I’m 
just one person who is annoyed about this 
war. I travel a lot outside America and it’s 
hard for Americans to remember that there’s 
a whole world out there. 

Q: Large groups like Brooklyn Par- 
ents for Peace at least have mailing 
lists and volunteers. What are you do- 
ing to get the word out? 

A: Well, I was at the Kinko’s the other day 
making flyers and a woman started talking 
to me and getting inspired. She said she’d 
bring a lot of people. That’s how it has to 
work. This month, we enter the fifth year of 
this war. Everyone I know is outraged, so 
we have to show it. 

Q: But why? After all, the elected of- 
ficials you hope to persuade here in 
Brooklyn all agree with you for the 
most part. 

A: Now you sound like my daughter, who’s 

10. 

Q: I was just playing Devil's advocate. 
But what did your daughter do? 


A: I told her we have to get out on the street 
and protest and she said, “What’s the 
point?” And I said, “Maybe there is no 
‘point,’ but the least we can do is get out and 
show people that we’re outraged.” 

Q: But do these kinds of things 
work? Rumsfeld resigned, but the 
war goes on. The American death toll 
hit 3,000, but the war goes on. The 
president got "a thumping" in the 
election, but the war goes on. What 
is your march going to do? 

A: Well, for one thing, it’ll give people a ral- 
lying point around the anniversary of the in- 
vasion. And it’ll give us all a chance to say, 
“We’re sick of this.” I know how this 
sounds, but I was inspired by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. He just stood up, and he changed 
things. Why shouldn’t we all do that? We 
can change things. I don’t have an answer, 
but if people see that a single mom can or- 
ganize this, they’ll see that they can organ- 
ize marches everywhere. 

Q: OK, if your daughter goes. I'll go. 
A: She’s going. I told her, “It may be a 
waste of time, but we have to do it.” 


ONE-WAYS... 


Continued from page 1 
currently a quiet residential 
street — into one-way thor- 
oughfares would alleviate con- 
gestion and, they say, make the 
roads safer. 

It would “simplify the turn- 
ing movements at intersections 
along the avenues which would 
enhance safety for pedestrians 
and motorists,” the agency said 
in a statement. 

Behind all the talk of trans- 
portation policy and 
urban planning is 
the looming shad- 
ow of Atlantic 
Yards, which, as 
proposed, would add 
15,000 to 20,000 resi- 
dents to neighboring 
Prospect Heights and 
bring 19,000 screaming 
basketball fans to the area 
every game night. 

Atlantic Yards is a state-ap- 
proved project, but the job of 
fixing its myriad traffic woes 
belongs to the city. 

Some credited the DOT for 
at least rolling up its sleeves to 
fix a congestion problem that 
doesn’t exist yet, but experts 
aren’t sure if this is the right 
way to go about it. 

“It’s just a terrible idea,” said 
traffic expert Andy Wiley- 
Schwartz, who is also the direc- 
tor of the transportation pro- 
gram at the Project for Public 

“We don’t know what prob- 
lem they’re trying to solve, and 
that’s a problem in and of it- 
self,” he added. 

Perhaps the confusion stems 
from the fact that this kind of 
conversion doesn’t happen very 
often. The last push for such a 
one-way conversion was in 
2001, when merchants along 
Third and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge thought that one-way 
streets would help their busi- 
nesses by facilitating deliveries 
and reducing traffic. But the 
measure was defeated after traf- 
fic experts explained that two- 
way streets are actually better 
for the local economy. 

Then again, Atlantic Yards 
requires more than just a little 
tweaking. 

A typical basketball arena re- 
quires streets that are dedicated 
to getting lots of people to the 
game, and getting people away 
from there after the game. This 
is not usually a problem for are- 
nas located away from city cen- 
ters, hut it’s a whole different 
ball game for an arena in the 
middle of a low-rise neighbor- 
hood with poor traffic flow al- 

Though the one-way streets 
may be ideal traffic solutions in 
other settings, in Park Slope, 
the solution for the 40 game 
nights every year will create 
problems for everyone else on 
the other 320 days, explained 
Wiley-Schwartz. 

Two-way streets make it eas- 
ier for merchants to attract cus- 
tomers and make drivers slow 
down, which makes is safer for 
kids, he explained. And car trips 
are much shorter when drivers 
don’t have to navigate uni-di- 
rectional roads. 

In fact, the trend, nationwide, 
has been to convert one-way 
streets to two-way streets. 
Cities in Florida, California, 
Illinois, South Carolina and 
Washington are converting one- 
way streets back into bi-direc- 
tional roads, USA Today report- 
ed. 

But it’s not only a national 
trend. Here in Brooklyn, ac- 
tivists are pushing for Court 
Street to be converted back to 
two-way traffic, and the Park 



Slope Civic Council has also 
talked about changing Prospect 
Park West — a major speedway 
through the neighborhood — to 
a two-way street. 

Former Milwaukee Mayor 
John Norquist — who now 
heads a major national urban 
planning group — said one-way 
streets became popular in the 
1950s when they were devised as 
a quick way out of 
town in case of a 
Communist nuclear 
strike. But now 
they’re bad for the 
neighborhoods 
they’re sup- 
posed to he 
serving, Nor- 
quist told the 
newspaper. 

That was certainly the reac- 
tion on the street in Park Slope 
this week. 

“For a retailer, it’s better if 
the street goes both ways,” said 
Carl Manco, the owner of the 
Sport Prospect Park Slope 
clothing store on Seventh Av- 
enue. “That way, you get more 
exposure. A one-way street 


doesn’t help us at all.” 

Laura Nuter, the owner of 
Grab Specialty Foods, agreed. 

“It would affect my business 
negatively,” she said. “I want 
people coming and going. It’s 
very important for the business- 
es to keep [Seventh Avenue] a 
two-way street.” 

Traffic expert Brian Ketc- 
ham said there is nothing aca- 
demic about this debate. 

“Commercial streets work a 
hell of a lot better when they’re 
two-way streets and everyone 
knows that,” he said, adding that 
people driving around looking for 
a business need to be able to slow 
down to find it, and need to be 
able to park nearby. 

But business owners are not 
the only ones worried about the 
possible problems. Sixth Avenue 
residents were also concerned. 

“The traffic will go faster, 
but it will look less friendly,” 
said resident Maria Gea. “It’s a 
way to move cars through the 
neighborhood, but we don’t 
want the neighborhood to be 
like a highway,” she added. 
“We want the neighborhood to 
be more pedestrian-friendly, not 
give cars an excuse to speed.” 
— with Michael Ciardina 
and Josh Saul 



What do Park Slopers think about the Department 
of Transportation's "radical" new plan to convert Sixth 
and Seventh avenues into one-way thoroughfares? We 
hit the streets to find out. 

— Interviews and photos by Josh Saul 


The lady I work for has me 
park her car for her and I 
have to circle and drive 
around for almost an hour 
to find a spot. It's crazy! 

— Renee Olah 


The idea freaks me out be- 
cause my kids are getting 
into skateboarding, and on 
one-way streets people 
are just whipping around 
corners. 

— Jeremy Sarkissian 







I think it's a good idea, be- 
cause they could put in a 
bike lane. 

— Blake Hulben 


I would be for the plan if it 
was combined with other 
traffic-calming measures. 

— Mark Shames 


I don't like it because I live 
on Sixth and I like being 
able to come home from 
either direction. 

— Christina Benevento 
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GO Brooklyn’s guide 
to the boros bounty 
of Shakespeare 


The Brooklyn Paper 


T he guy's been dead for almost 400 years, but he 
certainly hasn't gotten much rest. 

It would seem that each of the 38 plays that William 
Shakespeare wrote is being performed in Brooklyn this 
season, and sometimes by more than one company. If 
we keep going at this rate, there will be no shrews left 
to tame by the time summer rolls around. 

GO Brooklyn sorted through the heaps of Hamlets to 
find the most worthwhile productions in the borough. If 
you're looking for something a little different, check out 
these performances, they're sure to give you the Shakes. 

Brooklyn Academy of Music 

This spring, two troupes known for their 
rambunctious productions return to show 
everyone how to do Shakespeare right: Di- 
rector Edward Hall brings his all-male 
“Taming of the Shrew” and “Twelfth Night” 
to BAM this month, and Declan Donnellan’s 
widely praised 


IT 




Cheek by Jowl 
company brings 

pretation of the 
Bard’s problem- 
atic late ro- 
mance “Cymbe- 
line” to the 
Harvey in May. 

Staging the 
plays with men 
playing all the 
roles — which, 
we’re constantly 
told, was how it 

Shakespeare’s 


ceased being a gimmick, and in Hall’s 
hands both comedies are revitalized, their 
gender-bending antics underlining their hu- 
manity. “In ‘Twelfth Night,”’ said BAM’s 
Executive Producer Joseph Melillo, “the re- 
lationship of a man playing a woman play- 
ing a man is done with such sensitivity that 
it becomes a complex emotional and psy- 
chological journey.” 

Declan Donnellan and Cheek by Jowl are 
in their element with “Cymbeline,” accord- 
ing to Melillo: “One of the most convoluted 
Shakespearean plots will be unraveled with 
clarity and commitment, along with vivid, 
colorful performances.” 

"The Taming of the Shrew" and "Twelfth 
Night" are performed in repertory March 7 7 
- April 1, and "Cymbeline" is performed May 
2 -12 at the BAM Harvey Theater (651 Ful- 
ton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene). 
Tickets are $25 through $65. For information 
call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Kevin Filipski 

Kings County Shakespeare 
Company 

Nobody ever sued Shakespeare for sexu- 
al harassment, but that doesn’t mean he’s 
not in for a working over. If you’ve ever 
found yourself offended by the sexist na- 
ture of his work, sweet revenge is finally 

Kings County Shakespeare Company 
has modernized “the Taming of the Shrew,” 
christened as “Ruff Love or What You 
Will,” and turned one of the Bard’s most- 
popular comedies into a “gender-friendly” 
performance. 



brawl 



A what? “ ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ breaks 
the box office, but every time I’ve gone to 
see it, I’ve talked to women and some men 
who say it’s a sexist play and they’ll never 
see it again.” said Deborah Wright Hous- 
ton, artistic director. “Some thought the last 
speech [referring to women as weak and 
subordinate] was too harsh.” 

Houston claims that she has cut the mi- 
sogyny out of the show, which is now 
down to a svelte two hours. 

“I rewrote the speech in iambic pentame- 
ter — as close to the original language as 
possible, taking out the harsh language to- 


truth by way of deconstruction — in a 
way reversing the subconscious and 
conscious mind so that, through ingen- 
■ ious sound design, movement and, of- 
ten, video ‘character making,’ an internal 
reality is revealed. They are always fasci- 
nating and profound.” 

This version of “Hamlet” has traveled to 
Barcelona, Paris and Berlin, hitting Brook- 
lyn before its final stop at Shakespeare 
Mecca the Public Theater in October. 

The Wooster Group's "Hamlet" will be 
performed at St. Ann's Warehouse (38 Wa- 
ter St. at Dock Street in DUMBO) through 
March 25. Tickets are $27.50 — $37.50. For 
information call (718) 254-8779 or visit 
www.stannswarehouse.org. — Adam Rathe 

Brooklyn Repertory 
Shakespeare Company 


,” she said. She also rewrote 
the father, Baptista, as Kate and Bianca’s 
mother. 

The original play may not be as misogy- 
nistic as it appears on the surface, however. 
“I think perhaps Shakespeare was trying to 
hold a mirror up to the world and say, ‘This 
is the way things are.’ Everyone has his 
place in the world. Men have their place, 
women have theirs. The play is about the 
relationship between men and women and 
the need for honesty.” 

“Ruff Love or What You Will" will be per- 
formed at The Great Room at A.R.T./N.Y. 
(138 S. Oxford St. between South Portland 
and Cumberland streets in Fort Greenej 
from March 8-19. $18. For information, call 
(718) 398-0546 or visit www.kingscounty- 
shakespeare.org. — Rob M. Errera 

The Wooster Group 

The painfully avant-garde drama club 
the Wooster Group has mounted its very 
own “Hamlet” at DUMBO’s culture empo- 
rium, St. Ann’s Warehouse. The month- 
long run takes a fresh sniff of what’s rotten 
in Denmark — starting from impressions 
that a film of Richard Burton’s 1964 per- 
formance left 
on the com- 
pany. 

“The Woost- 
er Group has 
done a number 
of shows deal- 
ing with the 
‘royals,’ and al- 
ways with wit 
and originality,” 
said St. Ann’s 
Artistic Director 
Susan Feldman. 

“They find a 






“We’ll be serving beer and popcorn. We 
want to go for that ballpark-style entertain- 
ment,” director Neal Zupancic told us. Be- 
ginning March 12, Brooklyn Rep will kick 
off “Monday Night Shakespeare” with an 
eight-week run of “Cymbeline” at Park 
Slope’s spooky arts spot, the Brooklyn 
Lyceum. 

“The thing about ‘Cymbeline’ is that it’s 
considered to be a sort of self-parody play,” 
said Zupancic. “We thought it would be fun 
to do.” 

One scene, which demonstrates Shake- 
speare’s ability to poke fun at himself, is Zu- 
pancic’s favorite: “The female lead wakes 
up from a sleep and finds a body and thinks 
it’s her husband, but it’s just someone who 
was beheaded wearing her husband’s cloth- 
ing,” he says, referring to this obvious paro- 
dy of “Romeo and Juliet.” 

Zupancic hopes the perform- 
ances will reach a larger audience 
than usual. “In Shakespeare’s 
time, any person of any class 
would go see [his shows]. Now 
it’s seen as an academic thing.” 
Monday Night Shakespeare 
will be performed at the Brook- 
lyn Lyceum (227 Fourth Ave. at 
President Street in Park Slope) 
on Mondays at 8 pm, March 12 
- April 30. Tickets $20 for adults 
and $10 for students and sen- 
iors. For information call (866) 
469-2687. — Rob M. Errera 


CINEMA 


Kiddie Cannes 

Wild beasts are taking over the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music — and we’re not just talking about the 
films! Join a supernatural seashell, a lively bunch of 
pencils and a fervent frog for the ninth annual 
“BAMkid’s Film Festival” this weekend, where local 
youngsters get a glimpse 
of independent film. 

This two-day festival 
will screen more than 40 
feature films and shorts, 
including submissions 
from France, Israel and 
Germany. Not to worry, 
actors read the subtitles 
out loud so that you — 
and your little ones — 
don’t have to. 

Of local interest, one 
of the films is by Mo Willems, the Park Sloper behind 
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus” and “Knuffle 
Bunny : A Cautionary Tale” (ask your kids) . This year, 
Willems turned the later book into a short. “Cool car- 
toons, Saturday morning and Brooklyn: What more 
could you really ask for?’ he said. 

In addition to the films, there will be a multimedia 
presentation by Gustafer Yellowgold, a golden Sun 
alien who’s trekking to Brooklyn from his quaint 
Midwestern cottage. Mr. Yellowgold will be accom- 
panied by animated illustrations and original vocals 
by singer-songwriter Morgan Taylor. These Saturday 
morning cartoons are entertaining for all ages — just 
make sure to leave your pajamas at home. 

BAMkids Film Festival, March 10-11. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene). Tickets are $7 — $10. For 
information call (718) 636-4129 or visit 
www.bam.org. — Sarah McCormick 



DINING 


Gravy train 

This weekend, “The LTo The Mmmmm Train: 
Hipster Food, Puebla York & Wurst” will rumble 
through the borough, stopping along the way to 
sample some of the best ethnic eats in Brooklyn. 

The culinary tour de force is sponsored by the 
Transit Museum and hosted by “gustatory sherpa” 
Todd Coleman, food editor at Saveur. 

Using the train line as the narrative, Coleman’s 
tour will amble from Williamsburg to Bushwick 
and Ridgewood, stop- 
ping at places like a Si- 
cilian dolceria whose 
cannolis have plied 
Brooklynites since the 
1930s, and La TortiUerfa 
Mexicana Los Her- 
manos, a Mexican shop 
whose creamy “atoles” 
and “antojitos” are 
warm enough to keep 
you toasty until June. 

Mindftd of the bor- 
ough’s changing landscape, Coleman tempers a vis- 
it to Von Westemhagen, a German operation since 
the 1960s, with a stop at hipster emporium, the Bed- 
ford Cheese Shop. 

“I’ve curated the tour to include places I think are 
special. It might involve shopping, meeting the owner 
or seeing a demonstration,” said Coleman. But how to 
make it through the day with stomach lining and start- 
ing weight in tact? “Pace yourself,” he says. 

"The L to the Mmmmm Train: Hipster Food, 
Puebla York & Wurst" will start at 11 am on 
March 10. Tickets are $45, $40 for Museum 
members. For information call (718) 694-1867. 

— Jordana Rothman 



CINEMA 


Whose reality? 


“Filming was only supposed to last six months,” 
said Michael Nigro (pictured), the Carroll Gardens 
resident who directed “American Cannibal.” As fate 
would have it though, Nigro and his partner, Park 
Sloper Perry Grebin, were sucked into the world of 
trash TV for close to 



two years. 

The film follows 
powerhouse reality-TV 
veterans Gil Ripley and 
Dave Roberts as they 
attempt to produce a 
morally bankrupt and 
ill-fated reality show ti- 
tled “American Canni- 
bal.” Along the way, 
characters like Kevin 
Blatt, the profiteer be- 
hind the infamous Paris Hilton sex tape, drop in to 
up the sleaze factor while crazed wannabe contest- 
ts and slimy D-list celebrities swarm around the 


production. 

“A train wreck,” w 
of describing the scent 


> Grebin’s understated way 


“The movie raises so many disgusting issues,” Gre- 
bin added. “It points the finger at all of us as if to say 
‘Where is your shame? Why aren’t you turning off the 
TV?”’ And, apparently, heading to the movies. 

"American Cannibal" opens on March 16 at 
theaters nationwide. For information call (212) 
924-3363 or visit www.american-cannibal.com. 

— Maggie Serota 
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Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 

Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 


Helios GreekTaverna & more. 

It's dark and cold. You're tired from work. 
Why go out? Let us bring fine Greek and 
American dishes to you. 



HEIJOS 


Call while the grill is hot! 
718.783.0033 


718.783.4032 


Ridge Repertory Company presents 
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High Noo Na 

Beyond basic barbeque , Noo 
Na brings sophisticated Korean 
cuisine to Prospect Heights 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


had to lean in to hear my fri 
may be acceptable for some i 
I feel bullied when I’m fore 
“what?” and “excuse me?” al 
On the upside, there is nc 


L ook past the giant glass windows 
into the modem dining room of 

Noo Na on Vanderbilt Avenue and overwhelming barbeque 
you’ll know you’re entering the new Na, where the cooking is 
age of Korean restaurants. This kitchen, not on grills built 
Prospect Heights eatery is nothing like bles. And the heat of the dishes that 


the smoky dens of Korea Town in the 
garment district. 

The owners of Noo Na, which 


finds in traditional Korean estab- 
lishments has been tamed for Ameri- 
can palates. Some diners may prefer 
September, are Cathy Palm Kim’s subtler spicing, others may find 
Anatoly Dubinsky, who recognize the cooking lacks drama. Regardless, 
it’s possible to have a fine meal at the 
but expect glitches along 


lerbilt Avenue as fertile ground for 
w eateries. (Palm owns Le Gamin, a restaurant 
ench bistro across the avenue from the way. 
oo Na, which is i " 

ent a Korean boy 
iter. Dubinsky is 


of endear- The “ban chan” changes each 
for his older evening. Always available among chef 
Victor Kim’s 


DINING 


Noo Na (565 Vanderbilt Ave. at Pa- 
cific Street in Prospect Heights) accepts 
American Express, MasterCard and Visa. 
The restaurant serves lunch and dinner 
daily. Entrees: $8-$20. Subway: C to 
Clinton/Washington Street. For informa- 
tion call (718) 398-6662. 


three nightly o 
chee,” the h 


the avenue.) 

The partners 
have fashioned a 
modem lounge 
and eatery with 
all the accou- 
trements that im- 
plies: long communal tables near the fresh ginger and garlic to 
front of the large space and private ta- ad a kick, 
bles near the back. Big red lanterns “Pa jun” the pan-fried 
that hang above the seating cast a dark, size of small pizza studde 
n the back of the sels, and the “bin dae tuk 
m, there’s a bar cakes made of mung bean 
ure a crisp, barely pointing. Both dishes are 
sweet, strongly fruity lichee martini, greasy and bland. 

Soju (like vodka made from potatoes) It is surprising when th 
and a variety of sake are offered as whelming prelude is follow 
well. stew as complexly spiced as 

doo boo.” The deep orang 
served in a small iron pot, s 
n Manhattan in favor of a mostly heat waves radiated from it 


05 


anger, hipper crowd. 

But that has its upsides and dowri- 
es. On the downside, there’s the mu- 
. Club tunes play loud — not ob- 
inely so, but strong enough so that I 


Inside the briny blend ai 
shrimp, squid and oysters given an in- 
tense jolt from hot red pepper. Silky 
squares of tofu, slices of earthy shi- 
itake mushrooms and soft cubes of 



Super bowl: Noo Na's "dol sot bi bim bab" has pork, ri 
and a fried egg all together in a hot stone pot. 


zucchini soften the pepper’s bite. This 
stew is supposed to cure hangovers 
(though that may merely be an old 
wives’ tale). 

bowl, the “dol sot bi bim bab,” a mix 
of delicately sweet and tender strips of 
pork, slices of shiitake mushrooms, 
daikon, slivers of crisp carrots and 
bean sprouts, are surrounded with a 
layer of rice that becomes crisp as it 
a “dolsot”). m 


and smeared with a bit of the “gochu- 
jang.” You taste the cleanness of the 
salad and the sweet and tart combina- 
tion of the soy sauce, sugar and garlic 
marinade. 

Desserts need more love in their 

infused creme brulee arrives with its 
sugar coating so scorched it tastes of 
nothing but char. And an odd strudel of 
sorts, filled with shrei 


dish has a mild yet not bland, vaguely lichee nuts, Asian pears a 

sweet and sour seasoning that intensi- also sports a burnt top. The j 


y dusting of cinnamon, remind- 
re of Thanksgiving Day than 
You’re better oft 


id firm textures, the brittle yet tender 
cubes of rice, and the sweetness of the 
pork make fine eating. 

The barbeque, or “bul go gi,” is sub- 
tly smoky, faintly sweet and made 
sharp with the addition of chopped 
scallions and onions. The thin slices of 


r off stick- 
e offering of fine Ciao Bella 
ice cream and sorbet in flavors like 
green tea and lemongrass-coconut. 

Noo Na may not sate the craving of 
Korean food enthusiasts, but the rest of 
us welcome a good martini with our bi 
bim bab. 



So Davine 


our favorite little city in the world,” 
said Alyssa and Jenifer Becker, the sis- 
ters who own Donna da Vine. 

The wine bar and eatery, which 
opened in December, is named after 
their late mother Donna who passed her 
love for the grape onto her daughters. 
The duo grew up in Kensington, but 
now live nearby in Boerum Hill, so they 
have an insiders’ view of our “little city.” 

“We specialize in small producers, 
not the kind of bottles you’d find in 
everyday retail shops,” said Alyssa, 


who spent years traveling the world 
and working in vineyards in Italy and 
Australia. 

In the comfortable 45-seat room, 
tucked into the parlor floor of a 19th- 
century rowhouse on Atlantic Avenue, 
you can try 35 wines by the bottle and 
glass (they hope to increase that num- 
ber to 50 soon). Each evening “Davine 
Flights” allow sippers to sample three 
tastes — there’s the “ABC: Anything 
but Chardonnay” or “Hail Me a Cab” 
— that show off the sisters’ favorite 
grapes three different ways, all of them 
bringing out the best qualities of each 


wine type. 

To complement the wine, chef 
Kristyn Samok offers small, shareable 

“Everything — even the pickles — 
are house-made,” said Alyssa. 

The “Davine tastes,” include arti- 
sanal cheeses, prosciutto and olives. 
“Davine bites” feature salads and sev- 
eral savory panini. For heartier ap- 
petites, there’s the “Quattro Fromaggi 
mac-n-cheese,” a lush mix of Gor- 
gonzola, Pecorino Romano, Parmesan 
and Fontina. There are even port wines 
and “Da Vine chocolates” to savor. 


Donna da Vine (378 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hoyt and Bond streets in 
Boerum Hill) accepts American Ex- 
press, MasterCard and Visa. Dishes: $5- 
$11. The bar is open for drinks and 
small bites Tuesday through Sunday 
evenings and begins serving at noon 
on Sunday. Closed Monday. Check 
their Web site for the schedule of 90- 
minute introductory classes on wine. 
Subway: F to Bergen Street; 2, 3, 4, 5, 
N and R to Atlantic Avenue/Pacific 
Street. For information call (718) 643- 
2250 or visit www.donnadavine.com. 

— Tina Barry 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. «*& 44 th & 4 5 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • CBS®# 


B£ae£ Pean£ Restaurant & Ban- 
833 frfnion St. ie,t. 6th & 7th Ao-zs. 


f 

i 

h*umc,$ 
yum i 

1 *5 OFF 

any purchase of 
$30 or more 

Not vaild with other offers. Expires 4/30/07 

ALL YOU CAN EAT SUSHI 
$1095 

| per person, any time 

Over 50 different types of sushi 


Catering for any occasion or party 



HAPPY HOURS! 

Sushi or sashimi: a la carte $1 each 
Rolls and handrails: $2.50 each 
7 days a week - 12 5pm 


TATAMI ROOM AVAILABLE 68-19 

**** fast free 3rd Avenue 

n -t, K| delivery by car BROOKLYN 

Da I ly News $ , 0.00 minimum het . B8th & Bayridge Ave . 

TEL 718.491.0662 • FAX 718.491.0848 • “ «®m 

Mon-Thurs:ll :30am -11 :00pm; 

Fri & Sat: 1 1 :00am-Midnight; Sun:l 2:00pm-ll :00pm 

www.BayRidge-Sushi.com 


NOW OPEN 
MONDAYS 


Lunch: Mon-Fri • Dinner: 7 days (open Sundays at lpm) 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



order 


8727 -4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 


PfORTN OF H W ORLEANS 

1 Kitchen I 

Louisiana Southern American Cuisine | 

Po-boys, Jambalaya, Fried Oysters, Crawfish Etouffee, 
Gumbos, Grits, Bananas Foster, and more! 


A Sunday Jazz Brunch A 


CATERING AVAILABLE 

293 7th Ave. (7/8 Sts.) Reservations 
Q Train to 7th Avenue (718) 369-8348 



Karaoke Friday Nights 

9 pm to 1 am with Mike Sisco! 
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Shear genius 

‘Scissorhands’ ballet , snipped of 
lines , is definitely cutting edge 



www.BrooklynPaper.ci 


An Exceptional meal. 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

E dward Scissorhands” was 
strange enough the first 
time around. 

Now, with Matthew Bourne’s 
wordless dance production of 
the 1990 tear-jerking fairy tale, 
things have gotten even weirder. 

As one of Burton’s best- 
loved films, “Scissorhands” is 
sure to attract attention — but 
so do car crashes. 

Having mounted a rigorous 
marketing regimen, the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music hopes 
that Bourne’s re-imagining of 
Tim Burton’s film, on stage at 
the Howard Gilman Opera 


House from March 
14-31, will gamer 
the same kind of ac- 
claim that met earlier 
mns in London and 
Los Angeles. 

Bourne is best 
known for his singu- 
lar version of “Swan 
Lake,” which made 
it to Broadway a 
few seasons back, and he’s cur- 
rently represented on the Great 
White Way with his choreogra- 
phy for “Mary Poppins.” 

He thinks “Edward Scis- 
sorhands” is the perfect movie 
to turn into a staged dance. 

“I loved the message in the 
movie,” Bourne told GO 


DANCE 


Gilman Opera House (31 


i^lVat 6 


ie BAM Rose Cine- 


(718) 636-41 00 or visit v\ 


Wind in the sales? 

If you feel like you’ve been hit over the head with advertising 
for the BAM’s “Edward Scissorhands,” it’s no fantasy 

“This is the largest television campaign we’re done, and the 
largest overall campaign in a number of years,” Stephen Litner, 
BAM’s Senior Manager of Electronic Marketing, said this week. 

BAM has spent “hundreds of thousands of dollars” to place 
ads with Time Warner Cable and Cablevision on Long Island. 
“It’s amazing to see the bump in sales from when the television 
ads start showing,” Litner said. 

But, he added, the huge ad buy “was all part of the initial 
marketing plan. We intended it to be a blitz.” 

Additionally, BAM has launched a “much larger than usual” 
direct mail campaign and done much more online marketing. 

Not only has BAM covered all its bases, it’s covered itself: 
The BAM building, on Lafayette Avenue, is now swaddled in a 
large “Scissorhands” banner. 

The cultural arts Mecca would not reveal how many tickets it 
has sold to the Matthew Bourne’s wordless ballet — based on 
the popular Johnny Depp film — but Litner rejected the rumors 
that sales are lagging. 

‘We’re really happy with how things are shaping up,” he said. 

— Adam Rathe 


Brooklyn. “[It was] about 
learning to see inside people 
and not judge them by their 
outward appearance.” 

In the movie version, Vin- 
cent Price played an eccentric 
inventor who created Edward 
(Johnny Depp) to replace his 
dead son. The old man died 
before finishing his work, so 
Edward was left alone with gi- 
gantic cutting shears for hands. 
He was welcomed into a 
small, picket-fence community 
thanks to his topiary and hair- 
cutting skills, and soon fell in 
love with the daughter 
(Winona Ryder) of the family 
that took him in. But — you 
knew it was coming — the 
fact that Edward was “differ- 
ent” soon became a matter of 
life and death. 

Adapting this fantastical tale 
from the movies to the dance 
stage is unusual to say the 
least; the movie’s screenwriter 
Caroline Thompson — who 
worked on the adaptation with 
Bourne — hadn’t worked out- 
side of the film world, yet in- 
stinctively knew what was 
needed. 

“ft was my first theatrical 
work, so it was fun to attack 



to desperately participate in 
my life, and only lacked the 
mechanism of speech.” 

In other cities where the 
show has run, the reception 
hasn’t always been as grand as 
the spectacle. “[It] feels like 
Boume-by-numbers,” wrote 
Zoe Anderson in London’s In- 
dependent. “Familiar charac- 
ters or devices that have suf- 
fered a fatal loss of energy.” 
For his part, Bourne 
claimed that his show isn’t 
just the film on stage, and “it’s 
full of surprises even for those 
that know the mov 
far, fans of the n 
loved the show — 
ny Depp himself!” 

Depp, who also starred in 
Burton’s “Sleepy Hollow” and 
“Corpse Bride,” might be a 
good judge of character. But 
what does Burton think? 

‘Tim was at the premiere of 
the ballet in London, and he 
had this mystified look on his 
face,” said Thompson, “but he 
was completely blown away 
by it and can’t wait to see it 
again. Neither can I.” 


well. So 
: have 





RISTORANTE 

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Br 


Hands off: Sam Archer and Kerry Biggin, two members of 
the rotating cast in Matthew Bourne's "Edward Scis- 
sorhands," which will be at the Brooklyn Academy of Mu- 
sic from March 14 through 31. 


the problems that the stage 
presents,” said Thompson, who 
also wrote the scripts for Bur- 
ton’s animatronic fantasies, 
“The Nightmare Before Christ- 
mas” and “Corpse Bride.” 
“This required a fresh ap- 
proach, and my job was to en- 
courage Matthew to not be 
overly respectful to the materi- 
al. We completely reimagined 
the tale through its storyline. 
My role was to ask, ‘How 
does that serve this emotional 
story?’ ” 


Thompson doesn’t think it 
so far-fetched that a strange 
fairy-tale movie has been 
transformed into a ballet with a 
mute title character — after all, 
Edward only said 196 words 
in the movie anyway. 

“At his core, he’s in many 
ways a silent character, so for 
me, watching Matt adapting it 
is like watching a Charlie 
Chaplin movie,” she said. “In 
any case, it’s not so farfetched 
a marriage: I based Edward on 
a dog I once had who wanted 


GLASS... 

Continued from page 1 
The production makes liber- 


particular play make such a 
good match. The Wingfields, 
even in the original, were out- 
casts and freaks — losers, if 
you will. 

Amanda, whose husband 
;e of “bouffon,” a kind of has long since left for reasons 
clowning that originated that don’t need much explana- 


you over there at The Brook- 
lyn Paper?” Never mind what 
I told him, but suffice it to say, 
my answer was slung back in 
my face so many times, it ac- 
tually started to sting for real. 

When they finally brought 


Laura, I was powerless to re- 
sist her diabolical machina- 
tions. Before I knew it, I was 
down on one knee, proposing 
marriage. Maybe it was the 
guilt I felt because of breaking 
the poor girl’s 


glass figurines. Maybe I just 
felt sorry for her because she 
seemed so pathetically unlov- 
able. In any case, the actors 
had caught me in their web, 
and there was nothing I could 
do. I was one of them. And it 


among Renaissance French so- 


i, clings pathetically t< 


e onstage for a “date” with centerpiece of her collection of felt like . . . home. 



Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


art lighting furniture decor 


ciety’s outcasts — “ugly” peo- mythologized youth that ii 
pie like lepers, prostitutes and eludes record numbers of gen- 


heretics, many of whom w 


tleman callers. Tom, who 


banished from their villages . A shares many characteristics in 

notable exception was made common with a young Ten- 
during holiday festivals, when nessee Williams (both i 


the bouffons were expected 
entertain society’s elite. During 
these performances, the bouf- 
fon’s chief aim w 
and deride the bon 


writers working menial jobs in 
a factory), sneaks out at night 
and goes to “the theater,” cod- 
mock ed language for any manner of 
much perverted behavior, whether it 


possible, using satirical be binge drinking, illicit drug 


r depraved sexual acts. 
And Laura — or “Blue Roses” 
as she fondly remembers Jim 


is that would, on any other 
day, likely get them killed. 

Knowing this when I arrived 
at the Brick The- 
ater, a former auto 
body shop in the 
heart of Williams- 
burg, I had no 
doubt I was in the 
right place. There, 
on the sparse stage 
in front of me, were 
the very freaks I 
had been expecting: Tom, calling her because of a high 
hunchbacked and decked out in school pleurosis outbreak — 
a tube top, like Quasimodo epitomizes the cruelty of soci- 


THEATER 


"Bouffon Glass Menajoree" will run al 
the Brick Theater (575 Metropolitan Ave. be- 
tween Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg) through March 24. Tickets are 
$10. For information, call (212) 352-3101 or 
visitwww.bouffonglassmenajoree.com. 



Red White &]3ubbl 


211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 


Qy 


MARCH RECOMMENDATIONS 


ready for a night on the 
Amanda, with watermelon- 
sized bosoms and more-than- 
ample hips squeezed into hot 


ety’s judging eye; it’s not her 
fault she’s crippled and 
painfully shy (and in this ver- 
sion, truly grotesque), but 
pink stretch pants; and pallid, what man in his right mind 
stringy-haired Laura, sickly in would choose to marry her of 
her tattered hospital gown (and, his own free will? 
initially, pants underneath, In this vein, at each per- 


which, when she : 


formance of “Bouffon Glass 


brought along a photographer, Menajoree,” a different — u 
she promptly removed to dis- lucky? — guy is plucked from 
play her signature diaper — oh, the audience to be poked, 
these vain, self-conscious ac- prodded and perverted in play- 

The actors playing these 
beasts — Lynn Berg, Aimee and Laura,” reads a disclaimer 


German, and Audrey Crabtree, 
respectively — took a break 
from the scene they were re- 
hearsing (synchronizing ob- 
scene hand gestures with di- 


or Erie Davis) to introduce cilessly. At o 


i the show’s Web site, “claim 
no responsibility for hurt feel- 
ings or offended sentiments.” 
Over the course of the run- 
through, I was picked on mer- 


themselves. 


coerced i 


despite the glaring stylistic dif- Later, I was Tom’s drinking 
ferences. In fact, as the story buddy and the butt of his jokes 
played out, it became quite ap- — after I answered his ques- 

parent why bouffon and this tion of “How much they pay 


Seniors: 15% Discount 
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|5j D-E-L-l-C-l-O-U-S 

* ■*^'1 Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a Week (7 i8) 522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil Sunday 2 oo P m - io oo P m 

Natural Cooking $7.00 

and Fresh Vegetables mln ' I 



Great wines under $10 


Terra Andina, Sauvignon Blanc 

Here's another delicious example of the great wine- ■ .j.g. i j 
making that's going on in Chile! Clean, vibrant, 
crisp and lively on the palate with both aromas and flavors of 
lemons, grapefruit and nectarines with fine concentration and 
a long, smooth, mouth filling finish. Don't miss this one! 


Trentacinquesimo Parallelo, Nero d’Avola 

Sicily just keeps on amazing me, month after month, 
with the quality of wines available at Best Buy 
prices! There's plenty of ripe black cherry along with plums and 
stewed berries on tha nose. Dark, rich flavors with a hint of wild 
mountain herbs... delicious! 




Vina Clavidor, Rueda Tinto Fina 

Here's one more good reason to love Spanish 
wines! There is just so much going on in your 
glass! A rich, heady bouquet of strawberries, raspberries, 
cedar and spices, with flavors of black mulberry, red cherry 
and a touch of vanilla. Beautifully balanced and a great value! 


IE1EE1 


lav i- 


ibJ 


Image du Sud, Cotes du Rhone 

This little treasure is a "second label" for the remark- 


m I able wine maker Andre Brunei, one of the superstars 

j of Chateauneuf-du-Pape, whose famous wines sell for hundreds of 
dollars per bottle! Made from a 50/50 blend of Grenache and 
Syrah, this ruby red/violet wine has an abundance of mouth-filling 
flavors, with layers of cherry, smoky figs and blackberries, all beautifully balanced. 


Buy the 4-pack and save 10% E 



Great choices 
not found elsewhere 


Tomero, Torrontes 



Torrontes is Argentina's great 
white wine, and one sip of this out- 
standing example will show you why I think 
that it's one of the world's great wines! 

Torrontes is a descendant of Malvasia, and has 
kept much of the mouth-watering aromas of 
that ancient grape. The rich, ripe nose of hon- 
eysuckle blossoms, lychees and white pears is a 
hallmark of Torrontes! Now, you might expect 
a wine with that much fruit to be sweet, but this 
wine is dry! The lush, richly fruited flavors makes this one of the 
most refreshing and thirst quenching wines around, as well as a per- 
fect match with spicy Cajun, Thai and Indian cooking. 


Mas Champart “Causse du 
Bousquet” Saint-Chinian 

Sometimes "country" can be a very 
good thing. This is a "country" red 
that shows more sophistication than many of its 
more well-known competitors. Here is a nose of 
ripe, dark fruits and roasted herbs. Plenty of 
rich texture on the palate with rich, concentrat- 
ed flavors of black cherries, figs, black olives 
and thyme: a fine example of what Mourvedre 
can bring to a blend! Excellent structure from 
the abundant soft tannins. This is a voluptuous wine from an out- 
standing vintage, and it is drinking very well right now... yet has 
promise for another few years of cellaring. 

Buy the 2-pack and save 10% twain i 
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MORE BOROUGH PRESIDENT COVERAGE THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD! 


Marty goes on record on Barclays 


Editor's note: When Bruce Ratner announced he ponents of Atlantic Yards, others, like Markowitz, about his view of the deal persisted, 

had sold naming rights on his Nets arena to slavery- supporters — have condemned the Barclays deal. Finally, a constituent sent the Beep a letter de- 
Others have demanded that the bank put up manding that he condemn the Ratner-Barclays 

more than the $2.5 million it pledged to repair deal. Markowitz's response was nuanced. Rather 

basketball courts around the borough. than depict it one way or the other, we wanted to 

Until now, Markowitz was silent. But questions let the Borough President speak for himself: 


linked Barclays bank, we asked Borough President 
Markowitz for his view of the deal. At the time, he 
chose not to comment. 

Since then, other elected officials — some op- 


Dear [name withheld], 

I agree that faithful study of the past is 
truly the only way to ensure that w 


ical perspective, it is a fact of life that many when the public and private sector partner 
institutions with long histories, from banks for the benefit of city residents, v 


to auto manufacturers to multi-national cc 


be vigilant in determining a company’s 


It is my hope — and it will be our goal 
- for Barclays to contribute even more 
n Brooklyn by becoming a full philan- 


n beings, progress wisely. And, just as glomerates, have had dealings at some point record and most importantly [sic] , its in- thropic partner, perhaps opening a region- 


you do, I deplore any and all violations of 
human rights, now and at any time in the 
past. However, when we look from a histor- 


n their histories that run counter to the val- 
s of all who hold human rights dear. 


Therefore, and I think you’ll concur, will be good for Brooklyn... 


tentions. In this case, I must tell you, I am al headquarters here, and certainly pro- 
confident that a partnership with Barclays viding ongoing financial support. 


Sincerely, (Signed) IWarty Markowitz 



Hungry Beep 


Borough President Markowitz stretched his stomach this week — but for a good 
cause, Jamie! — to promote "Dine in Brooklyn" week. From March 19-30, Brook- 
lynites can engorge themselves on three-course meals at some of the borough's 
priciest restaurants for $21 .12 (the price was chosen because Brooklyn ZIP codes 
begin with 1 1 2). About 30 restaurants are participating. — Dana Rubinstein 


Brooklyn and Vienna: Perfect together 



Borough President Markowitz presents Vienna's deputy mayor, Renate Brauner, with a mini 
Brooklyn Bridge. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn and Vienna’s 
Leopoldstadt district have a 
lot in common: Jews, high-fat 
foods and leaders with an eye 
on the future. 

And now, these two “outer” 
boroughs are forever joined, 
thanks to a “district partnership” 
inked this week by Borough 
President Markowitz and Vienna 
Deputy Mayor Renate Brauner. 

Markowitz took a page from 
President John F. Kennedy and 
pronounced himself “Ich bin 
ein Wiener” — “I am a citizen 
of Vienna” — though he pro- 
nounced it with a Brooklyn, not 
German, accent. (See chart) 

He gave Brauner, a rising 
star in Viennese politics, a mod- 
el of the Brooklyn Bridge. In 
exchange, Brauner gave Mar- 
kowitz, who believes he is a ris- 
ing star in New York politics, a 
crystal statuette of Vienna’s 
civic symbol and a box of Vien- 
nese chocolates. 


Marty: f am a wiener f 

Borough President Markowitz welcomed his counterpart from Vienna, Deputy Mayor Re- 
nate Brauner, to Borough Hall this week — and the City Hall-focused Beep took a page 
from President Kennedy when he declared, "Ich bin ein Wiener." Here's how MM and JFK 
match up in our first-ever, Presidential Smackdown: — The Brooklyn Paper 

Marty Markowitz 

President 

John F. Kennedy ^ | 

Brooklyn, 

N March 6, 2007 

Place, date of speech 

West Berlin, 
June 26, 1963 

"Ich bin ein Wiener" 
("1 am a citizen of Vienna") 

Historic line 

"Ich bin ein Berliner" 

("1 am a citizen of Berlin") 

"1 am a Viennese- Jr ~ ■ 
style hot dog" 

HL Often wrongly 
r translated as 

Jghfk "1 am a jelly-filled 
doughnut." 

"Don't tell my wife 

about the chocolate!" 

Oft-forgotten 
secondary line 

"Freedom is indivisible, and 
when one man is enslaved, all 
are not free." 

To cement a bond between 
Brooklyn and one of 
Vienna's neighborhoods. 

Purpose of speech 

To show U.S. support for 
West Berlin after the Reds 
built the Berlin Wall. 


The dieting Markowitz 
paused before accepting the 
sweets — and then dragged a 
Brooklyn Paper reporter into 
the fray. 

“Look,” he said, “you can 
write whatever you want about 
Atlantic Yards, but don’t report 
that I took the chocolate. This is 
personal. Jamie [Markowitz’s 
wife] will kill me.” 

A contingent of Brooklyn 
Jewish leaders were also on 
hand to welcome Brauner. 
Leopoldstadt, which, like 
Brooklyn, is on the right bank 
of the city’s main river, was the 
center of Viennese Jewish life 
at the time of the Holocaust. 

As part of the partnership deal, 
Brauner invited Markowitz on a 
fact-finding mission to Vienna, 
but the Beep demurred, again cit- 
ing a Brooklyn Paper reporter. 

“We have very strong ethics 
rules here, which is a good 
thing, or else The Brooklyn Pa- 
per would call it a junket!” he 


MARTY'S SPENDING . . . 


Continued from page 1 
dent Adolfo Carrion in the 
spending race. 

In 2006, Markowitz paid 
$32,105 to Lake Research Part- 
ners, a prestigious national 
polling firm that has helped 
shepherd Arizona Governor 
Janet Napolitano, Louisiana 
Senator Mary Landrieu, and 
Arkansas Senator Blanche Lin- 
coln to power; $64,836 to a 
campaign consultant, Izabella 
Vais; and thousands of dollars 
on office space in an undis- 
closed Brooklyn location. 

Bob Meadow, a partner at 
Lake Research who has worked 
with Markowitz for years, 
brushed off the recent expendi- 
tures on polling as classic 
Markowitz behavior. 

“Marty wants to be the best 
borough president he can be,” 
said Meadow. “That’s what he’s 
lived for.” 

Meadow couldn’t elaborate 
on what specific polling Marko- 
witz had requested, but he did 
say that $32,000 “typically 
buys a 600- or 800-person poll 
[that] explores the political 
landscape for re-election.” 

Except, Meadow was re- 
minded, term limits forbid 


Markowitz from running for re- 
election. 

That’s when Meadow sug- 
gested that running for a city- 
wide office would not be out of 
the question. 

“Marty is a very enthusiastic 
and compelling leader, and New 
York has always been respon- 
sive to people who have strong 
personalities,” said Meadow. 
“I’m sure the people outside of 
Brooklyn would respond to him 
with the same enthusiasm as 
people in Brooklyn.” 

Such vague implications are 
all that’s forthcoming from the 
unusually tight-tipped Beep. 


During his appearance on 
NY 1 , host Dominic Carter vir- 
tually begged Markowitz to an- 
nounce his candidacy, but 
Markowitz demurred, although 
he did entertain some interesting 
hypothetical scenarios. 

“[Mayor Bloomberg’s] the 
wealthiest man that’s ever been 
mayor,” said Markowitz. 

“Should I win, HI be the low- 
est-income mayor New York City 
has ever had. By the way, we’re 
both bom Feb. 14 . . . although 
he’s three years older than me. 
But I’m shorter than him, by the 
way. And chubbier.” 

If Markowitz makes the run, 


he’ll be jogging in a crowded 
field, including Thompson, Car- 
rion, Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) and Rep. 
Anthony Weiner (D-Sheepshead 
Bay), who ran for mayor last time. 

Indeed, Markowitz’s citywide 
prospects got less-than-glowing 
reviews from Hank Sheinkopf , a 
political consultant. 

“It will be tough, and you’ll 
have a lot of competent people 
in the race for Mayor,” said 
Sheinkopf. “Markowitz has 
done well in Brooklyn, but 
Brooklyn is not the entire city ... 
and not having a citywide plat- 
form creates some problems.” 


He’s running —for something 

Borough President Markowitz is running for a major office when term limits kick in in 2009 — but he's been coy 
about what citywide post he'll seek. Our investigation reveals that he's certainly thinking big — bigger in some ar- 
eas than even some better-funded, but equally ambitious, mayoral opponents. Source: NYC Campaign Finance Board 

2009 Candidate 

Total spent so far 

On consultants 

On fundraising 

On polling 

Borough President Markowitz 

$197,072 

$63,099 

$11,724 

$32,105 

Bronx Borough President 
Adolfo Carrion (D) 

$250,957 

$26,166 

$77,401 

$0 

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum (D) 

$66,056 

$10,200 

$27,113 

$0 

Council Speaker Chris Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) 

$21,343 

$0 

$130 

$0 

City Comptroller William Thompson (D) 

$326,304 

$205,676 

$57,335 

$0 


Eagle boss among bizmen giving Marty the max: $4,950 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz 
may not be running for mayor offi- 
cially, but he has pulled in $329,298 
in his undeclared candidacy in an 
election that’s still two years away. 

And at least 83 people have con- 
tributed the “undeclared” Markowitz, 
giving the Beep a big blank check. 


The donors include big-name de- 
velopers like Shaya Boymelgreen 
and Joseph Sitt, plus Markowitz’s 
own appointee to the Planning Com- 
mission, Dolly “Recuse Me” 
Williams. 

We called up some of Markowitz’s 
bankrollers to find out why they’d 
give money to a guy who isn’t offi- 
cially running for anything. 


Dozier Hasty, publisher, Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle, gave $4,950 on 
Dec. 25, 2006: “I don’t know what 
he’s planning to do. I just think he’s 
done some great stuff for the borough, 
and I’m supporting him for just about 
any office he wants. . . . 

“I don’t think [giving Marty mon- 
ey] is any different than blasting or 
supporting him in print. I don’t see 


any conflict [of interest].” 

Michael Halkias, caterer. Grand 
Prospect Hall, gave $1,000 in May 
2006: “I give money to schools, hos- 
pitals, to a lot of people. . . . 

“I suppose I would [vote for 
Markowitz for mayor]. But Grand 
Prospect Hall has nothing to benefit 
from Marty. I don’t do any business 
with Borough Hall.” 


Nicholas Lembo, Monadnock 
Construction, gave $4,950 in Octo- 
ber 2006: “I like Marty. I think he’s 
been very good for Brooklyn. I think 
he’d be good for the city. ... I had 
called him to ask a question, and he 
told me that he was thinking about 
running for mayor [so I gave].” 

Matthew Pintchik, owner, Pint- 


chik Hardware, gave $4,950 in 
February 2006: “I saw a ‘Marty for 
Mayor’ button at his Chinese New 
Year’s celebration. It’s certainly a 
possibility he will run. . . . Marty’s a 
pretty charismatic person [and] I just 
believe in supporting people. ... Is 
this on the record or off the record? 
[On.] We certainly believe in Marty.” 
— Dana Rubinstein 
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COLUMNIST GUILTY... 


Continued from page 1 

The police ran his record and 
found an outstanding warrant 
for failing to respond to a cita- 
tion for speeding while his wife 

“I just lost track of that cita- 
tion. That day was pretty 
crazy,” White said. 

Better to face the wrath of 
the law than a pregnant woman 
any day. 

When they ran my record, I 
didn’t have as good of an ex- 
cuse. My warrant was from a 
citation I received for biking on 
the sidewalk late one summer 
night a few years ago. The sum- 
mons didn’t have an amount on 
it, so I just pleaded not guilty. 

It would have been a good 
idea to follow up on that one. 

Now Lateek and I were shar- 
ing a cell with a semi-conscious 
guy sleeping on the floor and 
another guy who was describ- 
ing what heroin tastes like 
when it must be swallowed. 

“Bitter, man, real bitter,” the 
guy said. “I wouldn t recommend 

I didn’t dare venture close 
enough to the bathroom stall to 
see if the feces smeared on the 
wall were fresh or just a stain, 
but judging by the smell, it 
could have gone either way. 

“Good to see they arrest 
white people, too,” Lateek said. 

I told everyone that I was ar- 
rested for tittering. And just tike 
in that Arlo Guthrie song, they all 
moved away from me on the 
bench. 

By the time we were finally 
marched upstairs to see the 
judge, nine hours had passed, 


and I was in no mood to defend 
myself against the allegation of 
tittering. 

“The state would be satisfied 
with eight hours of community 


service,” the prosecutor told the 
judge. I stood motionless next 
to my lawyer, my best friend of 
all of six minutes. 

“Or we would be satisfied if 


Mr. Lysiak presents the court 
with an article on why it is 
wrong to titter. Your honor, Mr. 
Lysiak writes for The Brooklyn 

Damn that background- 
check guy I Damn the power of 
this newspaper! 

But as an alternative to eight 


Brooklyn’s only Aopdemio Ortnopa ,edlc Group Is 

Now Just a Short Walk Away... 





718 - 270-2045 


Sports Medicine 
Hand Surgery 
Podiatry 

Occupational Medicine 
Physiatry 

Neck and Back Pain 
Pediatric Orthopaedics 




D 


SUNY 

OWNSTATE 

Medical Center 


University Orthopaedic Associates 


hours wearing an orange jump- 
suit along the Shore Parkway, I 
jumped at it. 

So what did I learn from my 
day in jail? One vital thing, 
kids: Littering is a horrible, hor- 
rible thing to do. Even if you 
don’t see a trash can, and even 
if the shelf at the 77th Street 
Station is filled with other cups, 
even if you feel that the Depart- 
ment of Sanitation should be 
doing a better job, it is not right 
— not at all — to leave your 
cup there. 

Oh, and one more thing: 
Don’t ever swallow heroin. It 
tastes real bitter and can mess 
up your stomach. 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 



(718)638 3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman^Plaza W. 

A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

71 8-875-91 24 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 
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ATTORNEYS 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

( 718 ) 210-4738 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E30 " 4 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs /' |'-\ \ 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents /~~T 

• Construction Accidents o^g) j 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 



FOCUS: We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody • Paternity • 
•Maintenance • Visitation • Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

’aralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals 


iS: FOR 0 URc£ US 

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm : Brooklyn 

(718) 596-1017 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 

New York, NY 10279 
GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 



Maintenance supervisor needed for 
active center of worship and educa- 
tion. Exp. in facilities management, 
knowledgeable in building mainte- 
nance and repairs. Must have prov- 

req. Competitive salary and bene- 
fits. Fax resume to (71 8) 768-741 4 or 
email to director@cbebk.org bpi 3 


Staten Island, 







stessi! 


BOOKKEEPER 

F/T, full charge. Downtown Brooklyn. 
Manhattan-competitive salary, flex- 

years experience, including Excel 
and Quickbooks of AccountEdge. 

per-accurate e (718^834 e 9875. 

NURSE 

Prospect Park Assisted Living 

i 


Fax: (718) 622-3995 


LEGAL NOTICES 


ANOTICE OF LEGAL POSTPONEMENT OF SALE 
E COURT: KINGS COUNTY 




LEGAL NOTICE / LLC 


251 4th Avenue, LLC. Notice of formation of Ltd. Liability Co. Name: 
251 4th Avenue, LLC. Art of Org. filed Sec of State of NY 7/5/06. Off. 
loc: Kings Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY to mail copy of process to LLC, 251 4th 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


introducing a fresh 
concept in owning your 
business space 

I 68 Lofts including 9,900 sf retail starting from $250,000 Offering 


| Sales Center Louis Puopolo, Equinet Properties, 

Morman Avenue Director of Strategic Exclusive Marketing 
I Brooklyn, NY 1 1 222 Development and Sales Agent 

I 718 689 4444 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 


•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Paper 
Classifieds Section just call 

(718) 834-9350 x109 


CADNETADS 


tance rates may apply. 


EEHHSSS 


S2-350,' S3-400. Cash Paid. 1-800-772-1142. 1- 


^M7*M4EVER*REWy1 I SnawS”^ 

££*£ StLST SWC 

800-807-6485. (Not validrSD.CT) 












Florida Agents 


florida real estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


APARTMENTS 



For Rent / Brooklyn 

1 

I 




BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


DOCTORS 

OFFICE 


DORM 

BUILDING 



HOUSES 


Blue Haven, Ct. 


HOUSES 


Emerson Hill 

Douglas Rd. Area. Elegant 10 rm 
brk. C/H col in pvt, picturesque 
area just mins frm VZ Bridge. 2 
story entry, xquisite f 



Snug Harbor 


C/H Dutch Colonial (c.1895) on ele- 
gant tree-lined street steps from SI 
Bot Gdn & SH Cultural Ctr. Fab Viet 


INSURANCE 


Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 




TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 

(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ■■ Center A13/17/ 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


Computer Cabling 



VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

ifiHll 


To advertise In 
The Brooklyn 
Classifieds, 
call Adam at 
(718) 834-9350 x109 


Merchandise for Sale 


Antique Furniture 
for Sale 

1 Desk 
1 Armoire 
1 Lamp Table 

ALL TIGER OAK 

Great condition 
Bay Ridge Brooklyn 
Asking only $1,200 
Call (718) 836-4470 


3 piece black leather sofa 
and 2 chairs. Like new. 
$1,000 for all. Call 



Paid training and vacations. 
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Business Opportunities | 
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iitiPs 


NEED A HOME LOAN? Purchase/ Refinance. 

SSSSSSH 


SggSSSSi 

MOVIE EXTRAS Make up to $250/day.AII looks 

wmmm 


ggpss 

and ages. 1-800-7 14-7341 

Operators. Livings 1 -800-592^3620*. 238 
™ POSTALJOBS! Nov, Hiring! $12- 

WSS 

OHando/ Daytona Beach, Florida; Luxury 


24 hour info line 800-887-1897 Change your rife! 
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Call now. 9 y 
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| MOVING YOUR WAY J 

•You Jus, Place Ads Uke This!* We Take Your 

MTSSSSSf 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 





POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 
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Little guy beats Bruce in not so little case 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A state judge has ruled that a back- 
room deal between Bruce Ratner and an- 
other big-time developer for control of a 
key piece of real estate in the Atlantic 
Yards footprint was improper. 

Judge Ira Harkavy issued an unequivocal 
mling on March 1 in favor of Henry Wein- 
stein, who owns a Pacific Street building 
that Ratner needs to tear down to make 
room for his 16-tower arena, residential and 
office-space complex. 

Weinstein had rented office space in the 


building to developer Shaya Boymelgreen 
— but then Boymelgreen sold his 48-year 
lease to Ratner, a deal that paved the way 
for the building to be condemned by the 
state for Ratner’s benefit. 

But Harkavy mled that Boymelgreen had 
no right to transfer the lease without Wein- 
stein’s permission. 

“The leases in question here clearly and un- 
ambiguously required tenants to ‘first’ obtain 
the written consent of the landlords before any 
assignment of the leases,” Harkavy wrote. 

It is unclear what the implications of 
Harkavy’s ruling are for Ratner, who has 
begun demoliton work for Atiantic Yards. 


The ruling means that control of the 
building returns to Weinstein, who is one of 
13 tenants and property owners that are su- 
ing Ratner and state officials over the 
wrongful use of eminent domain to clear 
land and turn it over to Ratner. 

Atiantic Yards opponents say the transfer 
of lease allowed Ratner to misrepresent 
how much property he controlled in the At- 
lantic Yards footprint when he was making 
his case for the project’s approval with the 
Empire State Development Corporation and 
Public Authorities Control Board. Both 
bodies have since approved the project. 

Had the stale not believed Ratner controlled 


Clarification: Suit is not 'hot air' 


The Brooklyn Paper 

A headline in last week’s edition, 
“Federal judge: Suit is hot air,” suggested 
that federal magistrate Robert Levy had 
recommended that a suit against Bmce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project be dis- 
missed because it lacked merit. 

In fact, as the article pointed out, Levy 
said, “The complaint raises serious and 


difficult questions regarding the exercise 
of eminent domain under emerging Su- 
preme Court jurisprudence.” 

Levy did recommend that the suit be 
dismissed — because he believes it should 
be heard in state, not federal, court. 

Our headline should have better reflected 
what the story reported, namely that Levy 
was ruling on jurisdictional grounds, not on 
the merits of the case. — The Editors 


the building, it might have been less quick to 
invoke eminent domain, opponents say. 

Forest City Ratner would not comment 
on the judge’s decision. 

But in an interview with The Brooklyn 
Paper, Boymelgreen said he will appeal the 
judge’s ruling decision. 

“[I was told] that we lost our lease [and] 
that Ratner ... lost the lease that we sold 
him,” said Boymelgreen. 

“We’ll appeal, of course, and that will 
take a long time,” added Boymelgreen. 
“[Weinstein] always wants a dollar more. 
. . . When the lawyers start costing him more 
than he’ll get, then he will stop.” 



Ratner: Yards to take longer 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Nets arena will open a year lat- 
er than promised — and the rest of At- 
lantic Yards won’t be done until 2022 
— six years behind schedule, two key 
officials said this week, contradicting a 
promises by Bruce Ratner that the 
mini-city would be completed on 
schedule by 2016. 

“Hopefully, our timeline is to have 
the ball team open in 2010 [or] ’ll,” 
said Bob O’Brien, an executive vice 
president for Forest City Enterprises, 
the parent company of Forest City Rat- 


ner, which is developing Atlantic 
Yards. 

Forest City Enterprises CEO Chuck 
Ratner agreed with O’Brien’s assess- 
ment: “’10, ’ll,” he said of the open- 
ing date for the basketball arena. 

The executives’ remarks, made at an 
investors’ conference this week in 
Naples, Fla., were first reported on the 
Atiantic Yards Report, a Web site. 

The FCE executives’ comments di- 
rectly contradict those made by Bmce 
Ratner and his executives, who continue 
to say that the arena will be completed in 
time for tipoff in the fall of 2009. 

Ratner has also promised that the 


rest of the project — including its 
2,250 units of affordable housing — 
will be done by 2016. 

Just two weeks ago Ratner’s Vice 
President Jim Stuckey reiterated that 
promise in the New York Observer af- 
ter his landscape architect Laurie Olin 
said the project would take “20 years.” 

“We expect that it will take 10,” 
Stuckey retorted. 

But Olin may have been onto some- 
thing, the FCE executives indicated. 

“This is going to be a 15-year 
build-out,” said Chuck Ratner. 

By that count, the project will be 
coming to a close in 2022. 



Demolition continued with the clearing of this lot near 
the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues. 
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Wanna be a 
lifeguard? 

By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Think you have what it takes to protect Brooklyn’s swimmers 
this summer? The city’s Parks and Recreation department is 
looking for a few good men and women for life-saving posts at 
all of the borough’s beaches and pools this summer. 

“In Brooklyn — where not everyone goes to the Hamptons 
and residents like me are proud to [spend the] summer [here] — 
keeping our beaches open as a way to cool off is essential,” said 
Borough President Markowitz. 

Each year, the Parks Department hires more than 1 ,000 life- 
guards to watch over the city’s 53 pools and 14 miles of beach- 
es. Without them, the more than 20 million visitors to Brook- 
lyn’s beaches would have to find somewhere else to cool off 
during the hot summer months. New York City lifeguards are 
paid $1 1 .72 an hour for a 48-hour, six-day week. 

In order to qualify, you must be able to swim 50 yards in 35 
seconds, and have near-perfect vision without glasses or contact 
lenses, and be at least 16-years-old. 

Lifeguard tests are held weekdays at 4:30 and 6:30 at 533 W. 
59th St. between 10th and 11th avenues in Manhattan). 



Another Marty, another maybe 

Republican Golden says he might seek City Hall 


The Brooklyn Paper 

State Sen. Marty Golden is apparently 
running for mayor. 

But like his fellow Marty — Borough 
President Markowitz — the Bay Ridge 
Republican is being a bit coy about it. 

“If doors open, I usually tend to go 
through them,” he told the Albany Times- 
Union this week. “I’m not closing the 


door. ... I like challenges in life.” 

So if he won’t close the door, and he 
tends to go through open doors, that means 
he’s running, right? 

“We’d be foolish not to look at it, given 
how much interest we’ve heard,” Golden 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 

Officially, Golden is running for re-elec- 
tion to his Senate district next year. But 
should the former cop make the run, he’s 


already sitting on a campaign war chest of 
$425,000 — and won’t have to spend 
much of it to win re-election. 

His current bank account puts him 
roughly in the middle of the pack of 
known and undeclared mayoral candidates. 

Golden has another thing going for him: 
There are roughly 1 ,400 Democrats tun- 
ning to succeed Republican Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg. But to date, no Republican has 


declared for the race — though Golden 
was quick to say “other Republicans will 
certainly come out to play.” 

Thanks to public financing, Golden 
would have to raise about $9 million to 
make a serious run. 

Golden started his political career with 
his election to the City Council in 1998. 
He traded jobs with then-state Sen. Vince 
Gentile in 2002. — Cersh Kuntzman 


Bloomy talks science 


By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg traveled to Fort Greene on 
Tuesday to unveil a plan that he hopes will make 
all city high school students as successful as 
their Brooklyn Tech counterparts. 

Hizzoner announced that the Department of Ed- 
ucation will spend $60 million to implement a core 
science curriculum in kindergarten through eighth 
grade over the next two years. 

Bloomberg hailed Brooklyn Tech — where more 
African-American students passed the Advanced 
Placement biology test than at any other school in 
the nation — as a model that he hopes will be repli- 
cated thanks to earlier science education. 


That’s a tall order, with or without the core sci- 
ence curriculum. 

“Here, AP Bio is not even the terminal course,” 
said Brooklyn Tech Principal Randy Asher. “There 
are higher level courses, such as anatomy, genetics 
and organic chemistry.” 

Students at Brooklyn Tech benefit from state- 
of-the-art science labs, which opened last year. The 
mayor hopes more students will have such facili- 

“This major new investment in science educa- 
tion will help prepare students not only for high 
school courses, but also for exciting and successful 
careers in science,” he said. “And I have no doubt 
that some of the students at Brooklyn Tech are al- 
ready on their way.” 



Mayor Bloomberg visited with students at Brooklyn Tech HS on Tuesday. 



Purim is one 
wacky holiday 


At synagogues and community centers throughout Brooklyn, Jews 
celebrated Purim, last Saturday night and Sunday, with costumed 
frivolity that commemorated the rescue of Jews in ancient Persia. 
From left: Prospect Heights Chabad brought the reggae star Ma- 
tisyahu and his band to the Southpaw bar on Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope on Sunday. At Congregation B'nai Avraham of Brooklyn 


Heights, the party people included (second from left) the pirate 
rabbi Aaron Raskin, and his wife Shternie; Sara Rivka Weintrob as 
a secret agent, Tova Weinberger as Dracula, and Rachel Leah 
Weintrob as Frankenstein. Rounding out the fun was Pratt Insti- 
tute's rabbi, Simcha Weinstein, dressed as a jailbird and accompa- 
nied by his son. 




"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 



PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/SKINCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.com 


Coney Island looks like bomb hit it 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

They paved paradise to put up ... 
what exactly? 

Despite open opposition from city offi- 
cials to his plan to include luxury condos 
in a $2-billion Vegas-style amusement 
area, developer Joe Sitt is still bulldozing 
land he owns between Surf Avenue and 
the famed Boardwalk. 

Most recently, Sitt’s demolition men 
tore down amusements east of Stillwell 
Avenue, including the “International 
Speedway” go-cart track and the much- 
loved batting cages. 

Sitt’s Thor Equities wants to use the fresh- 
ly cleared land — and the adjacent Astroland 
property that it also owns — for an all-year 
amusement complex whose 975 residential 



Demolition continues in Coney Island to make room for a proposed Vegas- 
style amusement, hotel and residential complex. 


units would generate the revenue needed to 
underwrite the theme park. 

“People who only come out in the sum- 
mer won’t recognize the place,” said one 
local, who requested anonymity because 
he may want to do business with Sitt. 

Other residents just wish Sitt could’ve 
left the area alone. 

On Sunday, the poet laureate of Coney 
Island, Amos Wengler, will unveil a new 
protest song at 1 pm at the Polar Bear 
Clubhouse on the Boardwalk. 

The haunting lyrics are meant to be 
sung by a group, he told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per: “Save Coney Island/Save Coney Is- 
land/Save Coney Island/Don’t let them 
take it away/The world wants it to stay.” 

Wengler doesn’t speak for everyone, said 
Sitt’s spokesman Lee Silberstein, who con- 
firmed that the land-clearing would continue. 


Read your local stoop on p3. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 




Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


nestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street ° p ®" w 7 AK ^y s di f c ^ eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY Mon ti^FrMoSam ^^BOpm 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am - 5pm - Sun liam - 5 pm 





B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


>r Repair Everything Eled 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


• Our t 


ocked with thou 


i of p; 


jo 90% of the work is done 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 

• 100% m PP * 


• Mention this ad and sav 

I Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


: $25. 

Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



m ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

(718) 443-9134 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


JENNI fer MECHANICAL ac 

A Pipins & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 

All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters A Baiter Installation Repair A Service 

❖ Clogged Drains 2 High Velocity Jetting 
In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion 
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 


718 332-8511 lic# 2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante N° surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the jrt not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees IfiCHLANTi 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


_ The 

Bro 

Pai 


SSr HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects || Exterminator || Movers (Licensed) 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 


JUST 

/TT\RCHIT€CTUR€ 


r (718)855-1237 


* Leinster ' 
Contracting 


Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


Carpentry Plus 


• Hardwood Floo 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 


H^Hurfilni's Jitaiii&ll 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN ■ TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 


— NAM 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

ww.NMDemoUtion.com 'Q>? 

(718) 351-6273 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Renovations, alterations, outdoor light- 

Cali Nick (718) 331-3210 


W 


«5b 

Residential & 

Commercial S ave a Sample 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats wAj 

TRAPPING - jSSr. 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

(718^954-41 05 


Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation ‘Repairs 
•Scraping ‘Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Kells 

Wood Floors 


Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


“ Prepare your Garden 
r ™ for Next Season! 


71 8-753-9741 P 

JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Landscape 6- Floral Design 

Spring is coming 

Garden design, installation 
& maintenance service 

Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


CALL NED 


718-871-1504 


KBM Contracting 


Movers (Licensed) 


fQ TIP 

y) top 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We carry 
building insurance. All furniture padded 

Weekends avail., packing supplies, van 
service. Serving Bklyn for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


ARIKJ. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921*2932 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


^na 

fl Interiors 


www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE. ,hc 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 


iranteed Lowest Prices 
d • Insured • Lic# 0933304 

sunshinepaintingny.com 


Low Price Mj 

fei, 

718-439-7309 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 


• Sinks, Tubs, Shower, Toilets 


Edward’s Est. i98i 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Expert Plastering 

Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 

Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• EH Plumbing H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

We can assist you in managing your 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


Schwamberger 
Roofing 

ofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


(ILL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 


EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 

BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP, 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

All Types Siding & Roofing • Rubberized Roofing 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 


Rubbish Removal 


O 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

g & Clean-Up 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 



57-52 49th Place 
Maspeth, NY 11378 

4900 fax: 718 497-5988 


Rubbish Removal II Upholstery 


/eagle 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 


an Up Crew Available 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM 
at (718) 834-9350 
ext 1 09 


" 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


70 


home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 


CONTRACTORS 


C T~ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised "Roofing 

We have been -windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 


Lic# 1157104 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


www.excelbuilds.com 


• Chris Mullins 

* General Contracting 


Waterproofing 

° 7 1^27 6-85 58 “ 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


(718) 998-1100 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 
Panting, Tile Work 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • L i c #534440 /3i ^ } , 


ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WOR^ 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 


(917) 400-6028 



DESIGN - PRODUCTS • REMODELING 


Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
md kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie. # FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
898711 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


70 


home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 




American Eagle 
' Construction Corp, 

Home Improvement- Interior & Exterior 


Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brownstone Specialist 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Co-ops © Lofts © 

Kit’s Baths Painting Plastering & 

12301*5 718 408-08 1 2 ETaS 

www.progressivegcc. 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 
Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 

Total back-up 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy ^ 























































